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LIFE OF BUENS, 



PART FIRST. 



ntheSSth 

fif^nnaiy, 1759, in% clay-lmilt cottugo alumt t*o uiilca south of ih» 
Ifc D of Ayr, He was the eldest «m of Wllliiiiii Bumea, or Uuiriess, 
— o, at the period of Robert's birth, wns gardener and overseer to ft 
tantleniiui of small estate ; but resided on el few acrea of laod which 
Bb hud OQ leoae from another potwin. The father was a man of slriei 
MligiouH priiicipleE, and also distin^niahed for that penetralion and 
kDOwliMlge of munkind whic:h was afterwards so conspicuous in his 
Mon. The mother at the poi-l was likuwiHe a very sagacious woman. 
Kid posaessevtan inexliaostlble store of ImllBda and legendarir taX(», 
frith wliich. she nourished the infant imannntion of him whose owa 
piodaotions were deetiaed to exo^l them ^ 

~ Tbese worthy individuals labored diligently for the support of an 
^GWJBmng fanuly , nor in the midst of harassing struggles did they 
b^lect the mental improvement of their oSspring—a eharacteriatie 
nf Scottish parents, even nnder thf most depressing circumstnncet!. 
Id his sixth year, Kobert was put under the tuition of one Campbell, 
«hd subsequently under Mr John- Murdoch, a very faithful and 
]|)ains-taking teacher. With this individual ho remained for a few 
jBsrs, and was accurately instructed in the first principles of coin- 
^position. The poet and his brother Qilbert were the aptest pupils in 
'^e school, and were generally at the head of the class. Mr. Mur 
.loch, in afterwords recording the imprMaiona which the two brothere 
made on him. says: '' Gilbert always appeared to me to jMisseBS & 
^ore lively imagination, and tn bo more of the wit, than BoberC. I 
attempted to teach them a little churcli music. Here they were left 
-lat b^nd by all the rest of the schmil. Itoliert's ear. in particular, 
'Was remarkably dnll, and his voice untunable It was long before I 
«ould gut them \a distinguish one tune from another. Robert's eoan- 
l«nanc« wns geuerally Rrave, and expressive of a seiious. contempla 
UvQ. and thoughtful mind. Uilbert's fat'-e said. Mirth, vith Vuie I 
Vlftn to livB : and certainly, if any persou who knew the two tioya 
' td hoen asked wliicli of them was the roiteX VikeVj to chsiA 'Onf 
> rroald sever have g^eused tUa.1 iiob«rt ^md. & ^xci^ii^vx^ 



I' 



» 



r?^| 



B tie tuition of Mr. Murdoclt. Buma recraved b 
I hia fatlier in writing nnd aritliraetic. rnder their j 
e miule rapid progress, aud wua reniork&bls for the ttase <i 
he cuinuiitied devotioniU poetry to memory. The folltrwli 
from Ilia letter to Dt. Moore, in 1787, is iutereating, from 
vliicb it tliruwsi upon lus progress aa a, stbolar, uud on tlie 
of his chatactftr as u poet ; — " At those years," says lie, " I ■ 
means a favorite with anybody. I was a good d^ noted ft 
' live memory, a stubborn, stuidy sametliing in my dispoelUt 
eutliuaiastic idiot piety. I say idiot piety, liecaose 1 wasli 
child. Though it coat the schoolmaster some thraahings, i 
esGBllent scholar ; mid by the time 1 waa ten or eleveu yeftM 
was a critic in substantives, verbs, and iiarticlea. In tn]rl 
boyish days, too, I owed much to au old woman who rea'"' 
Mmiiy, remarkable for her ignoninca, creduUty, and e 
iOie Lad, 1 suppose, the largest collection la the country of 
Mongs, conceniing devils, ghoats, fairies, brownies, witt^ea. 
Bpuukies. kclpiea, ulf ciuidles, deadlights, wraiths, appurit 
trips, giants, enchanted towers, droguns, and other trumpa 
cultivated the latent seeda of poetry : but had so strong aa e 
my imagination, that to Ibia hour, in iny nocturnal ramblei 
Umea keep a sharp look-out in suspicious places ; and thoof 
can bo more dieptical than 1 am in such matters, yet it oftei 
eilort of philosophy to ahake ofE these idle'lrerrora. The soi 
position that I recollect taking pleasure in, was. The Viiioii 
and a hyaia of Addison's, beginning. ■ Il'im itre Uiij aeman 
LuTdf" 1 particnlarly remember one half stanza, which t 
to my boyish ear f ■ 

For thoneh on dreadTnl wfalrla m hong 

I High ou the brukuD ware.' 

1 met with these pieces in Manon'a SSnglith Ci/Uerlion, < 
Khool lioolta. The Grst two books 1 ever read in private, a 
gave me more pleasure tlian any two books I e^er read sid 
The Life of J/aimibal and Tit HtMorg of Sir WilUitm J" " 
Bibal gave my young ideias such u turn, that 1 used t« 
luces up and down after the recruiting drum and bagmpe,. 
myself tall enough to be a soldier ; while the story of Walla 
ll a tide of BooUiah prejudice into my veins, which will boil ol 
tilt the flood gates of life shut iu cternnl rt^t." 

Mr, Murdoch's removal from Mount Oliphant deprived B.. 
. instructions : but they were still continued by the fatlier of 
About the age of fourteen, he Vra3 sent to scliool every altem 
/or the improvement of his writing, la the mean whili 
husily employed upon the i iperationa ot l\io tftno . onC 
Sftcen. v/as coasidored us the priucip&l laboita upoo i\. 



fclFE OF BURNS. * 

i three weeks of respite, whidl lie Bpept with hl8 
i, Miirdneh. nl Ajrr. iu rpvUiiig the EntcUBli grmnmar, itnd ir 
"' " (Tt Ifttigaage, in wliicli he madp uneorainon progies* 
I year t^lap^ed, he hud conaiilembly extendeil h 
.The vicinity of Monnt Uiiphant to Ayr afforded, him fii 
cnrtifyiiigr what had now become a paasioa. Among- 
neh he bad perused were some plays of Shakapeare, Pi 
if Alimi Eameuy, and a collection of songs, whicli cot 
MKHi. "I pored over iheiu." says he, "driving s 
to lalior, song by song, verse by verse, careful] 
J, tender, or snbUiue, from affectation and fnatioi 
vince his attachment tn the lyric muse, in which 1 
_ a Burpoas all who have gone before or succeeded him. 
aiod tlie taniily remuved to Lochlea, in llie puriah o( TaJ 
time before, however, he Imd made his firat attempt t 
s a soug addressed to a rural beauty, about his o — 
L though powwaising' no creat merit as a whole. itcooUunssu 
U Ideas which would liave done honor to him at any a.^ 
|» wmowil.to LocUlca, his literary real slackened, for he w 
u those acquaintances whose conversation aUniulati 
s, and whose hiuduE«s supplied him with hooka. 
I after this period he was busily employed upon the fan 
rrnhi he pud hia addresses to the poetic muse, and with I 
89. The snmnier of his nineteenth year was spent : 
mensuration, surveying, etc., at a small sea-port tow 
e from home. He returned bi his Other's conisiderab 
"My reading." says he, " was enlarged with the very in 
"" 1 of Thomson's and Shenatone's works. I had «a( 
n a new pliasis ; and I engaged several of my schoC 
ftlwepnp a. literary correepondcaice with mo. Tbisimprovi 
DSition. 1 had met with a collection of letten by the wl 
Line's reign, and 1 pored over them most devoutly ; I ka 
it any of mv own letlere that pleased me, and a comparlst 
j thein and the composition of most of my correepoudea 
ll my vanity. I carried this whim ao far, that, though I h) 
ne farthings' worth of bnaines!! ia ihr? world, yet almost eva 
\glit me as launy letters as if I had been a broad, pInddU 
y-book and ledger." 

lul. peculiarly suaceptible of tender imprftssiOns, v 
' ive of some rustic charmer. In the " bent and whlrlwil 
" he generally found relief in poetry, by whi<!h, « 
), bis turbulent pasalonn were sUowtHl M haVe ven 
« reflolution of entering the matrimonial state ; but hia <d 

jmeanaof suhrisrtenceas n farmer preventing his tailing ih 

a reeolved on becoming a flan-drwmer, for whieli purpose he » 
_. . rftofijetowijof Irvdie.inlTSl TTie ft"petu.\iA\oft \a.™e&.i«A.Ti 
'ftUeemTal; furtheshop, uatcliiuglire,waB\iaiTi!i,,D.'a>i\lto\Q«^.'t«ft.'>n 
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LIFE OF B1 

to his father without a ailpence. During hla staj nl 
with Ferguson's pocuia. This oirDumataoPo wbh nf 
to Bams, for it roused hin poetic pqweta from the torpor r 
Ihej liad fallen, and in agreat measure finally determined tlia? 
character of his poetry. He here also <!antnu:ted some friend 
which he himself says did him mischief ; and. by his brother Gil 
acmunt, from tlila dato there wns a serious change in his ooE 
The venerable and eiccllent parent of the poet di«d si 
son's return. The support of the family now devolving 
in conjanction with his brother he took a auh lease of .„, 
MoBsgiel, in the parish of Mauchllne. The four years whb 
aided upon this farm were the must important of Ms lif 
here be felt that nature had desired Tiim for a poet ; 

lordlngly, bis genius began to develop its energies in thj . 
^^hich will make his name familiar to all future times, the ai. 
if every civilized country, and the glory and boast of bis otd 
The vigor of Bums's understandlug, and the keenness ol 
as displayed more particularly at masonic meetings and d 
duliB, of which be formed one at Mancbline, begun to sprei 
fame as a mau ol' uni^iimmon endowments. He now could numl 
acquaintance several clergymen, and also some gentleman •oj 
Stance ; amongst whom was Mr. Gavin Hamiltoo, !■'"*'"■ i~ 
"ne, one of bis earliest patrons. One droumstancf 

;ber contributed to increase his notoriety. "Polemical ( 

_ , Dr. Moore in 17B7, " about this time was putting 

*ry lialf mad ; and I, ambitious of sluniag in conversation-i 

Sundays, at funerals, etc., used to puzzle Calvinism with. 

heat and indiscretion, that I raised a hus-and cry of herOf 

me, which has not ceased to this hour." The form wbiol 

eeased belonged to the Earl of Loudon, but the brothers 1 

Bub-leasa from Mr. Hamilton. This gentleman was at o 

with one nf the ministers at Mauchline, who was a rigid < 

jdr. Hamilton maintained opposite tenets ; and it is not \ 

surprise that the young farmer should have espoused his e 

broaglit all the resources of hla genius to bear upon it. 1 

Tkt Holy Fair, The Ordiniitum, Holy TFWiV« Prayrr. i 

. as much distinguished for their coarse severity bi ' 

for their genius. 

The applause which greeted these [rieces emboldened the 

luraged him to pmcoed. Tn his life, by his brother I 

F intereKling accoimt is {riven of the occasions whitb g 

poems, and the chronological order in which they wert 

'ha exquisite patbos and bamor. the strong manly sense, 

irly command of felicitous language, the graphio power of 

g- scenBtj, mannpra, and intlileuts. which appear so cons 

hla various poems, could not tail lo call SqU^i Uto wiw 

/avured with a. puruaal oi rtieui. ^M ^^ 
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bforttuw 'Wire gathering darkly abovo llie Iseail of him wli« was 
1^ p-fiag dplight to a Targe and widening- ciifle of friends. Tha,_ 
ni of .MoBBgiei proved a losing conreni ; and an amoar with Misfl • 
W Armour, afterwajvls Mrs. Bams, liad BSBiimed bo BpriouB attfl 
Ret, thttt he at first reaolved to Ay from the scene of his disgracefl 
fil^aery, One trait of Ids cliarsctfr, however, mnst be aipn-1 
K^ Before talcing aaj Hteps for his departure, he met Miss Ar- 
MV Iv App''''°^ii^^t' "^^ gave into her hands a writt^m acknowledg- 
^Bt(if marriage, which, when produced by a person in her ailmition, 
nteonUiig to tlte Scots' law, to he accepted as legal evidence of an 
nJDfijiir marriage having really talten place. This the lady burned, 
^npersnasinn oi her father, who was adverse to a marriage ; and 
mi, Ihns woanded in the two most powerful feehngs of his mind, 
ngve and pride, was driven, almost to insanity. Jamaica waa bia 
Wntion ; but, as lie did not possess the money necessary to defray 
Mtapense of liia passage oat, he resolved to pablish some of hla , 
IM Mems, in order to raise the i«quisite snm. These vion 
ilhuy prorooted liy some of hia mom opnlent friends ; and a BiilR- 
Slly of snlHcribcrs having Ijeen procured, one of the finest voluwea ^ 
CpHme that ever appeared in the world iaaued from the provlndal'l 
m irf Kilmarnock. 

!«i te hardly possible to imagine with what eager admiration a 
ifehtthey wore everywhere recj'ived. They posseHHcd in an ei ._ 
■tdegree all those qualities which InvnriuUly contribute to remleif^ 
feUtflwUT work quickly and permanently popular. They ¥ 
iPJt P In a phraseology of which all the ]>owers were imlversituy'H 
jgtad which, being at once antiigue, familiar, and now rarely wribi'V 
n,%M therefore fitted to serve all ihe dignified and picturesquA'l 
■Af poetry, without making it unititelliglble. The imagery ani] « 
^^eutmienls were at ouce natural, ImpresBive, and interesting.' 
BfelOI^es of satire and scandal in which the rustic delights ; that 
Homxa Imitation of character, and that witty associatiou of ideas, 
Wmu »nd striking, yet not naturally allied to one another, which 
IvKCe to shake his sides with laughter : those fandes of superstl- 
Syt which one still wonders and trembles; those affecting sentj*. 
Bh and Imager of true religion which are at once dear and awfnJT 
na lie«n, were all represented by Bums with tho magical pawnr 

Bjnw poeLry. Old and young, high and low, grave and gay, 1 ■" 

Wgnorant. all wore alilce surpiised and transported. 
Hthe nienn time a few copies of these ftLSdnating poems found^ 
www to B<linburgh, and having been read to Dr. Blacklock, obai! 
fcib iB wannest approbation ; and he advised the author to rei>ni:ef 
■^^trgh. Burns lost no time in complying with this request tL 
^^^M&gly, towards the end of the year ilm, he set out far tlve^ 
^^Hftere'lie waa received by Dr. BlacWock mfli Wa \ini». tfl.'i' 
^^^Hnssa, »ad intrtiduced U) every pemon ut ixeMt KtDKai%'Oi>A 



patroQiElDg Ihe rustic poet. Thoe« who posseas^ at emoo WM^^^I 
nnd ardent pliilantliropy were soon UQited ill Itis praiae ; thN^^^H 
were disposed U> favor ttny goiid tiling belonging to ScoUaadf ]l^^^| 
bocsuBB it v/aa B(-«ttiali. giodly joined tlie cry ; while those ld^^^| 
hearts and understnndings to be charmed without linmrftiy^^^^B 
when tliey saw their imtive caiitams, aanncrs. and languaga f^^H 
the subjects and the materials of poesy, could not auppraur tlij|^^^| 
pulse of feeling which struggled to deelure itaelf in favor of Buni^flH 

TliuB did Bums, ete he htui been miiny .weeba in Edialmrgli. finJV 
himself the oiiject of universal cariosity, favor, admii^tinn. and fonii'l 
ness. He was sought after, courted with attentions the most respfct. I 
ful and assiduous, feasted, SaOeted, caressed, and treated by all nuilt^l 
as the great boost of his country, wiioni it waA suarcoty possible Is I 
honor and reward in a degree equal to his merits, I 

A new lidition of his pDenis_WQH caUed for. and the pnlilie mind I 
was directed to the subject by Henry Mackeuxie, who dedicated I 1 
paper in the Lounger ta a commpodatory notice of the poet. Till! I 
circumstaoce will ever be remejnljered to the honor of thnt polisliel, \ 
writer, not only for the warmth of the eulogy he li«alownd. but bft. ' 
causii it WHS the first printed acknowlodgnient which hod been medt- 
to tlie genius of Bums. The copyright was sold to Creech lor £1O0J 
bat the friends of the poet advised liim to forward a snliscriptkHk 



men paying a great deal tiinre than the price of the vuluiue ; and ll 
was snppused that the poet derived from the subscription and then' 
of his copyright a clear profit of at least £T00. 

Tim conversation of Bams, according to the testimony of all tha 
eminent men who heard him, was even more woliderful thou hii 
poetry. He affected no soft air nor graceful motions of politeness, 
which might have ill accorded with the rustic plainness of his nativa 
manners. Conscioos "Superiority of mind taught him to ossociat^ 
with the great, the learned, and the gay, without being ovorawa^i 
Into any such bashfalness as might hare rendered him confused iaC 
thought or hesitating in elocution. He possessed withal rm extraan 
dinary shore of plain common sense, or motlier-wit, whicit preventa 
htm from obtruding upon persona, of whatever rank, with whom 1 
was admitted to converse, any of those effusions of vanitj, envy, ( 

. self-conceit in which authors who have lived remote from the geiie 
practice of life, and whose minds have been almost esclurively ci 
fined to oonteniplate their own studios and their own works, are 1 
too prone to indulge. In conversation he displayed u sort of intuitin 
rniii^EDess and rei^tude of judgment, upon every subject that trosM 
The sensibility of hia lieart and the vivacity of his fancy gave m 
ricli coloring to whatever opinions he was disposed to advance ; eui4. 
his Jaiif'utu'e was thus not less happy in conveTatowm t\»a (.-r Uv:^ 

writings. Hoaae thnae who bod mol and wmveiBei w\i.V ^la bdh'" ' 
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time he SBSocittted only witli the vlrtuoiis, the learnt 
wise, and the puiitf of hie morals remained uncont 
nnfortuaatelj he fell, as othera hars fallen in simile 
ices. Hei eufiered himsolf to bo nnrroLinded by pervius n'ho wt 
4 to tell that they had been in compaav with Bums, and ' 
Bums as loose an.d as foolish as themselves. He now also be _ 
tanuntnet sonieihing of airognnoij in eon versa tioB. Aucualomed . . 
In i^Ming his nssociatps what is TulgBrly but expressivaly called ' ' the 
■ Kfeof the company," ho could scarcely refrain from, indnl^ng in a 
Btilw frepdom and dictatorial decision of talk, even in the presence 
! BeiBons wiio could less patiently endure preanmption. 
After remBiatng some months in the Bcottiah metropolis, boskin? 
bithe noontide sua of a populaiity which, a» Dugnld Stewart well 
TCtBurkB, would have turned any head but his own, he formed a rcso 
.WtDu of ititnmLag to the shades whence he had emerged, but not 
V^faiB he had perambulated the southern border. On the Gth of May, 
^9S7, he BBl out on his journey, and, visiting all that appeaPHd intei' 
^~" — on the north of the Tweed, proceeded t<) Neivcaatle amd othi 
on the EngUeh aide. He returned in about two months 
' at Mauchline , but in a short period hi3'a{i::un set out on i 
. a to the north, where he wns most flatteringly received by bB 
'the groat familiea. On his return to Mosagiel he completed his mar' 
^IJW« with Miss Armour. He then concluded a. barg^n with Mr, 
i>BlW of Dalswinton for a lease of the farm of EUiesland, on adiuj. 



m 



fagBooB tei 
;f fiunia e 



^DBjna entered on possession of tluH farm at Whitsunday. t78& 
Bh had formerly applied with Eucoess for an e^ceisa commission, and 
Atutng sis weeks of this year lie had to att«nd to the business of bliat 

yiofewiDii at Ayr. His life for some time was thus wandering and 
JHoettled : and Dr. Currie mentions this as one of hia chief misror- 
njMs. Mrs. Bams came home to him towards the end of the year, 
■nd the poet was accustopied to aay that the happiest period of his 
ttfc wsa tlio first winter spent in EUiesland, The neigliboring ttma 
on and genttHmen, pleasw! to obtain for a neighbor the poet by whor" 
^VOrka they had lieen delighted, kindly sought his company, and u 
Irlted him to their hooses. Burns, liowever, found an inespresaild 
diiflna in aitling down be^de hia wife, at liia own Gres,' ' 
Baiing over hia own grounds ; in ouce more putting hia 

ja^de and the plough ; in farming hia mciosurea and managing hi 
'OBttle, For some inontlis he fell almost all that feUcity wMi^li fancy 
Iwd taught him to especc in his new situation. He had been for a 
riiaie idle, but hLi mascica were not yet unbraced for rural toil. lie 
Unr seemed to hnd a joy in being the husband of the mistrces of hia 
offeotionB, Biid in seeing hlmBelf tlie father of ctiildren such as ^rom 
•Hdio Bttauh him forever to that niodesl, \i\Hu\i\e, aai iamssSw. KiVs 
n Wblab aloaeha eonid hope to be ■per!natusiA\5\\B-'eTEf3- "S.NBia."^'»_ 
■- -'- thasBnric«of e " 
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Frnm Tarloua causes, the farming specalation did not M^^^l 
IniliMtd, frum the timti he obtained a Hituution under gnvemnM^^H 

fnuluallj began to sink the farmer in the cxclsom.in Occtt^^^H 
V 8£aiBi«d in the mstio a«cu]mtl<ins of EUlealnnd, but for 1M^^^| 
purt ble woa engagtd in very different parBuiia In hia pra|bii^^^| 
pi^rambiila tons over the moors of Dumf rieasiii ro hi h id to B>l^^^H 
tcniptalioua which a. mind and temperament like his found It d^^^H 
to ri?aiat. liia immortal works bad made hiui uuiversallj kfiow^VjH 
enthusiastically admired ; aud accordingly he woa a welcome gwfl 
at every house, from the most piincely mansion to the lowest ooantin 
inn. In the latter he wiis,too trequentlj to be found as the pNeidiMI 
(renins and master of the orgies. However, he still coaUnued M ia- 1 
tervala to cultivate the musa; and, besides a variety of other pieces, I 
he produced at this period the iuimitable poem of Tarn O'Shanter. ] 
Johnson's Miscellany was also indebted to him fot the tinest of III I 
lyrii^ One pleasing trait of his character must not be overltx^e^J 
He superintended the formation of a sabscription library in thojdH 
ish, and took the whole management of it upon liimaelf. 3^^H 
institutions, though common now, were nut so nt the period ^^^^| 
we write ; and it shoold never be foi^tten that Bums was BmOW^^^H 
fiist, if Dot the very first, of their founders in the rural Sey^^^^t 
Buuthem Scotland. ^^^H 

Towards the cloije of 1791 he finally aliandoned Ms farm.; H^^^U 
taining an api>ointment to the Dumfries diriaton of extiB«>,'1^^^| 

E aired to that town on a, eolary of £70 per annum. All his ptfl^^^| 
iographers concur in stating that after settling in DumMtKH^I 
moral uareer was downwards. Heron, who had some acquM^M^I 
with the matter, says : " Hli dissipation became gtill more deeptV 
Lahitual ; he was here more exposed than In the oountrv to be bqUm 
cited to share the revels of the dissolute and the idle ; foolish ynunf' 
mea Hocked eagi<rly about him, and from time to time pr««sed hrra to 
drink with them, that they might enjoy, his wit The Calndoott. 
Club, too, and the Dumfriesshire and Galloway Hunt, had occaaionNJ 
uiMltii^gs Id Duiufriea after Burns went to reside there ; and tlie put% 
was of course invited to shore their conviviality, and hesitated not t«: 
accept the invitation. In the intervals between his dlfCfrent fits of 
Intemperance, he aulfcred the kiHinest ans^ish of remorse &nd horrt' 
biy afflictive foresight. His Jane behaved with a degree of conjugilt! 
and maternal tenderness and prudence which mode him feel moA 
bitterly the evil of his misconduct, although they could not teclaii^f 

This is a dark picture — ))erhap3 too dark. The Rev. Mr. Gmj;, 
wlio. Bathe teacher o. hia son, was intimately acquainted withBiinia; 
»nd had frequent opportuuitieo of judging of his general chaHKitrt 
and de|iortment. gives a more amiubte portrait of the bard, Btriiw 
-■I eye iricaess. the teetimnny of this gpfnUeroBn taiaX ■\» nWowrA* 
■-p sorue weJghL ''The truth ib," Ba,ja be. " liSiXTta "«»» 
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inti>i:ieiikd. Tlio diunkard m>on b«icoines l)esntted, nnd is Bhuniied 
])f the conriviiil. Had he been ao, he could not have long « _ 
l^ued the idol of every part}'," This is elroag leaaooiag; &nd h 
f[Oea ou to u^ention otiiei circumstances which seem to caaEnii Ih 
^Utb of hjs position. In balancing these two sUttementa, a justa 

tlinat« of the moral deportment of BuinH ma/ he funned. 

In tUayeur 1793 party iJOlitics ran to agreat height in Scotland, (wd "" 
tbiQ liberal and independent spirit of Bums did certainly betray Iiim 
ia|o smne iudisoretions. A general opinion prevails, that he eo fur 
lost tliB good graces of his superior?, by his conduct as to consider ull 

gspecta uf future promotion as hupelesa. But this appears not to 
re been the case ; and the fnw that he act«d as BHpervisoc befowj 
death is a strong proof to the contrary. Of his political vi 
ftw have as jet been publitijed. But in thpse he wartuly esponsa., 
iiifi cause of the Wliigs, which kept up the apleen of the other partf,^ 
Vlieady sufficiently provoked ; and thi^ may in some meusure aocouot 
tar the bitteruesa with which hia own character was attacked. 

Whatever opinion may be formed of tho extent of his diRSipation in 
Iliunfriee, one factia unquestiouable, that his piiwers rpmainsd unim- 
paired to the imt i it was there he produced Lis finest lyrics, and tliey 
fse the finest, aa well as the purest, that ever delighted mankind. 
Idea Johnson's Moskutii, in which he took an intarest to the last, 
to which he contributeil most extensively, he formed a connection 
rWJth Mr. Oeorge Thomson, of Edinburgh. This gentleman had 
conceived t)ie .laudable design of collecting the national melodiea of ^_ 
l30]tland, with accompaniments by tlie muet eminent cuni{H)sers, imd^H 
^9abry bv the best writers, in addition to those worda which wfPi^^H 
'~~'~lnaUy attoabed to th>'m. From. Ihe multitude of Bonga whiof^H 
as wrote, from the year 1T93 till the commencement of his illneaSr^| 
evident that few days could have passed without his producing 

e BtanisnB for the work. The following passage from his cor- 

.(SBpondence. which \vafl also most extensive, proves that hia songs 
,W«t» not hnrriodly got up, bnt coinpospd with the utmost cor^ and 
i^nention. ■' Until T am complete master of a tunc iu my own sinRing, 
mttib. as it is." says ho, " I can never cianposo for It. My way Is this : 
.1 Consider Ibe poetic sentiment correspondent to my idea of the musical 
egression— -then choose my theme — compose one stanaa. When that 
'liKuapOBed, which is generally the most difficult part of the haslness, 
■waJk ont — sit down now and then — look out for objects in naturo 
roand me that are in nation or harmony with the cogitations of my 
faaey and' workings of my iKtsom^inmrning every now and then the 
sJp. witJi Iho veraas I have frnnied. When I fee! my muse beginning 
to jadn, I retire to theaolitBrj fireside of my study, and there commit 
nvf pffuKions to paper : swinjring at inlprvnls on the hiud le^ «it to-I 

-chair, bv way of calling fiirlli mj o^in. cfvVvcoi. W.w^a.'wa, ^a-ws-^ ^ 
;Iy, this, at homo, is almost mvafiaWi-J ■««! "**^,- 
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disorder in ItiB cflnstitutlon. A palpltotinn of tile 

ment of the digestive organs were cnnspii 

less, iutteased by Ilia iadaleeneaa, whicn Inainujo mm «.- u . . 

drew towtti'da the cloaa of hia career. In the autamn ot i ._ .■ 

nn nnly iiaa)i;hter. which was a severe blow to him. 
he was seized with a rheamatic fevor; and "long the din satm< 
doulitfol." says he, in a letter to his faithful frieod Mm. Daiuap,< 
" until, after many weeks of a, sick bed, it soems to have turned nW 
life, and I am beginning to crawl across my room." The cloud behiDOl 
which his SUQ was destined to bo eclipsod at noon had bogiin todultaKi 
above him. Before be had completely rocovered, ho had tlio im-i 
prudence to join a feative circle ; and. on hia return from It, lioi 
cBuglitacold. which bronKht back Ids trouble upon him with twdmibla*! 
severity. Sea-batiiing was had recourse to, but with no ultinut^y 
(access. He lingered until tlie aiat o( July, 1700, when he espimlA 
The interest which the death of Burns excited was Inteaiic. All: 
differences were forgotten , hia genina only was thougllt of. On tbdV 
20th of the same month lie was convoyed to the Riave. foUowAl bjjp 
Rhoiit ten thousand individuals of all ranks, many of whom had eomik 
fniin distant parts of the country to witness the solemnity. IIo wsa 
interred with military honors by the Dumfries volunteers, to whioli 
body he had belonged. 

Thus, at the age of thirty-seven, an age when the mental powen 
of man have scarcely reached their cllmai:, died Bobert Bum<i, ono nf 
the greatest poets whom his country has produced. It is unnecessary 
to enter into any lenstheued analysis of hia poetry or character. His 
works are universally known and admired, and criticism lias lieotLi 
drawn to the dregs upon the sabjert ; and that, too by the grerateac ^ 
moEtera who have appeared suice his death — no mean test of the greati I 
merits of his writing. Ho excels equally in touohinif the heart liyy 
the exquisiteness nf his pathos, and exciting the riaible focoltiea by'^ 
the brAdth of hia humor. His lyre had many strings, and he huL 
equal command over tliera bU, striking each, and frequently in 
chords, with the skill and power of a master. Tliat his satire aome. > 
times degpneratea into coarse invective cannot be denied ; but whorw 
personality is not permitted to interfere, hia poems of this descriptioiti 
may take their place beside anything of the kind which bus evsn' 
been produced, without bdng- disgraced by the comparison. It i«" 
nnoecessary to re echo the pruses of his beat pieces, as there la no; 
epithet of admiration which has not bsen bestowed npon them. ■ 
Thoae vrhn hail liost opportunities of juilKing are of opinion that hiai" 
works, stamped as they are with the impress of sovereign genius,:/ 
falJ abort of the povfers he poaseased U\a thetetiite W)\jB\*iBB«v\irffc) 
*^. i^ undertook qptfiMttt WoA of ^wi» e« ^ttiootian \\ai >£\Tcim^ 
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. _ permitted, lie would probablj have done so ; but )iis J« 
i, and without doubt hia own ftfUiea, prevented him 
IDS were strong, and his capacity of cnjnyment corresoonded j 
them. These continually precipitated bim Into the v-irfety of I 
ire, where alone they ooiild be gratified . and the reaction | 
Hueqaent upon such indulgences (for he posaessed the finest dis- 
iminalioii between right ana wrong) threw bim into )ivr spirits, to 
hich also he was constitutionally liable. Uls mHd. being thiia 
BTor tor any length of time in on equable tone, could Bcarcely pursue 
ith steady regularity a work of any length His moral aberratione, 
t detailed by some of his biographers, have ^leea exaggerated, as 
.raady noticed. This has beeu proved by the testimony of many 
itnesaes from whoso authority there can >>e 10 appeal ; tor they had J 
IS best opportunities of jndging. In fine. It may be donbted whetlie? I 
B has not, by his writings, osereised a greater power over the minda ", 
t- men and the general system of lif 3 than has been exeTcised by 1 
xy other modern poet. A oomple'A edition of his works, in four 
i^um£S, 8vo., with nlife, was puMished by Dr. Currie, of Liverpool, ■ 
■ the benefit of bis family, tn whom it realieed a handsome snni. 
_glioDS Lave been st"CO mi'ltiplied beyond number ; and Severn] ' 
ECellent bi'^i^iphicn of lLo poet have beeu published, parlicalar'y 
' fcj- JWv, IiOckoaJt 
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Tn the modem arrangements of Bociety, 11: Is n . 

Uiiit a man of genius must, like Butler, " aak for bread nnd itic^ve s 
alone ; " for, in apite of oar grand masim of supply and deinund, it 
is by no means the biglieet eacellence that men arn most forward U, 
red^iie. The inventor of a spinning-Jenny is pretty sure of Uc 
rew^ in his own day ; bat tUe writer of a true jioem, lika Ihg 
apostle of H true religion, is nearly ns sure of the contrary. We d» 
not know whether it is not an aj^gravatlon of the injostiee, that thm 
is generally a poathumous retribution. Robert Burns, in the cuune' 
of nature, m.ig!it yet have been livinjr ; but his short life wus spent 
in toil and penury ; and he died, in the prUtte of bis manhood, mi! 
eroble and neglected ; and yet already a brave mansoleiim shines ove 
hla dust, and more than one splendid monumtnt has been reared i 
other places to Ms fame ; the street where he laoguifihed in poverty 
la called by his name ; the highest personages in our literature iiavs 
been proud to appear hb his commentators and admirers, and here is 
the tiM narrative of hia Life that has been glv^n to the world I 

Mr. Iin<:khart thinks it neci^f^sary to apologize for this new attempt (r> 
iiuch a subject ; hat bis readHis. wu byUeve, will readily acquit him 
or, at worst, will cenaure only the performance of his task, not the uhoioL 
of it. The character of Burns, indeed, is a theme that cannot ea«l^ 
become either trite or exhau-itrai, and will probably gain rather tha% , 
lose in its dimanBions by tlie distance to which it is removed by Tims^l." 
No man, it has lieen said. Is a hero to bis valet : and this is ptvbab^- 
true ; but the fruit is at least aa likely to bo tlie valet's ns the hero's} ' 
• fur it is certain that to the vulgar eye few tliinjia are wonderful tUlit 
are not distant. It ia dilHcult for men to believe that the man. 1" ' 
mere man whom they Bee, nay, perhaps, painfully feel, toiling 
tlieir aide through the poor jostlings of existence, can be 
finer clav titan themselvea. Suppose that some dinuig acq^ 
of Sir Thomas Lucy's, and neighbor o( John i. Combo's, had 
on hour or two from the preservation of his game, and wiitlon 
H Life of SJiaJcdsp are ! Wliat disaertatiou should we not huvu ' 
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Lipfi o'P stnrsfH. 

•■^-^otnn Hamlet tind The Tempset, biit nn tbe wool-trade and dc 
Vte tiing, and the libel and vugrmit lava I and liow the Poauher 
turns v. Flajier I and bow Sir Tlioame and Mr. Joliii luid ciiristi 
bowtls, and did not pnah Itim to extremities ! la like numner 
boliere, with leepect to BuriiB, that til! tlie oomiiaiiioiia of his 
grimage, the honorubio BxoiBa Commissioners, and the Gentle 
of ttie Caledonian Hunt, and the Dumfries ArisMcr&cy, and all tha 
BqoireB anil,Earls, equ lly with the Ajr Writers, and flie New and 
Old Light CieTgy, whom he Lad to do with, shall have become invisi- 
ble in the dsiikness of the Past, or visible only by light borrowed 
tpom hia juxtaposition, it will be diiBcult lo measure him by any ' 
ttandaril, or to estimate what he really was and did, in the e 
teenth century, for his country and the world. It will Im difficul 

. ve say, but still a ftdr problem for literary historians ; and 
•tteinptB will give ua repeated approsimations. 

Hta former biographers have done something, no doubt, hut by _ 
means a great deal, Ui assist us. Dr. Cucrio and Mr. Walkec, the 
prinrdpol of these writers, have both, we tbink, mistaken one essen- 
tially impoTtant tliinK; tUeir own and the world's true relation 
to their author, and the style in which it became such men to think 

jmd to speak of such a man. Dr. Currie loved the poet trn y ; mon>, 
jierhaps, than he avowed to his readers, or even to himself*^; yet he 
fiverywhere introduces hira with a cert^n patronizing, apologetiu 
klT, as if the polite public might think it strange and half unwarrant- 
ttble that he. a man of science, a schot r, and gcatleman, should do 
Mish honor to a rustic, la all this, however, wo really admit that 
Ikb fault WDS not want of love, but we^nosa of faith ; a, d regret that 
the first and kindest of ali our poet's biographera ahould not have 
leen farther, or believed more boldly what he saw- Mi. Walker 
^ffeoda more deeply in the aame kind : aud both err alike in praeent- 
Wg OS with a dtitached catalogue of his several supposed attributes, 

. virtaes, and vices, instead of a. delineation of the resulting character 
living unity. This, howevw, is not painting a portrait ; but 
the length and breadth of the several features, and jottiii| 
oir dimensions in arithmetical dpheis. Nay, it h not " 
lueU as this : for » e are yel to leam liy w.iat arts or tnstrumeula 
Qtlnd a/uiii be BO measui^ and ganged. 

. Jdr. Lockhart, we are happy to say, lias avoided both these em _ 
B» uniformly treats Barna as the high and remarkable man the pu] 
|}c voitie has now pronounced him to be : aud in delineating him 
iM avoided tiie method of separate generalities, and rather sov" 
finr cU&nc eristic incidents, habits, actions, sayings ; in a word, 
a^tectB whidi exhibit the whole man as he ItmkiKi and llvwi an _ 
Ub fDllows. The bouk accordingly, with all its deficiencies, gives 
mfitn iiisig t. we think, into the true choraotei ol ^uva 'Cqhk. uxi.'^ 
lui^Kphf; though, beJng written otv t^ie vev^' -^^oittx 
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depth than we could Luve wished Bnil eipected from s writer ol 

powur, and contains mtliur more, aud more multifarioiis, qi ' 

l.lian belong of right to an original production. Indeed, A. 

IuitC'b own writing Is genemlly so good, bo clear, direct, and D 

thut we seldom wish to see it nuddng place for nnother man's. 

ever, the Hpirit of tha work is throughout candid, tolerant, a; 

iouslj conciliating; complLnenta andpnuEes are liberallj ^bb 

on aU hands, to great and small ; and, ai Mr. Morris Birhbc 

perses of the society in the backwoods of Americu, " ito coi 

polite life are never lost sight of for a moment." But the^ 

ter things than these in the volume ; and we can safely t( 

cnly that it is eiisilj and pleasantly read a first time, bat may Bven 

be without difficulty read ac:ain. 

NevratheleBS, we are far from thinkine that the problem of BanisV- 
Bioeraphy has yet been adequately solved We do not nlludo so 
mucli to defidtfflcy o( facts or documents— '.hou h of these wb era 
Btill every day receiving some frrsh acr^csalon— o-s to the limitud and 
imperfect application of them to the great end of lii.igraphy Onr ., 
notions upon this Sttbjpct may porhapa appear estrai-agant ; but if an 
individnaJ is really of consequence enough to have hia lifo aniJ 
character recorded for public remembrance, we have alwaj-s been of 
iipinion that the public ou^ht to be made artjunlnted wl tli a?l thn inward 
springs and relations of his character. How did the world and man's 
life, fiom hia particolar position, rejiresent tht-maclvea to his mindl 
Uow did coesistlng circumatances modilj him from without? how | 
did he modify these from within ? With what endeavors and what . 
efflcacy rule over them? with what rtsistantc and what auHerinir ] 
nink under them? In one word, what and how produced waa tlw 
effect of society on him ; what and how produced was hia effect on 
socirt^l He who should answer theao qucstiona, in rpgani to Hny 
individual, woald, as we believe, famish a model of perfecllon in * 
hit^raphj'. Few individuala, indeed, can deserve such a study ; nod | 
many lives will be writtMi, and for the graliflcatioa of innocent cur!- ■"_ 
Dsity onght to be written, and read, and forgotten, which are not in I 
tlus sense Idoffraphies, But Bums, if we mistake not, ia one of th<og|'^ 
few individuals ; and such ft study, at least with such ft result, he has L 
not yet obtained. Our own contributions to it, we are aware, can bft^fl 
but scanty and feeble ; hut we offer them with good will, and tniali"! 
that they may meet with acceptance from those (or whom they ara , 
intended. 

Barns first came uimn the world as a prodigy ; (uid was, in that I 
charucWr, onteitained by it in the usual fashion, with liiud, vague, r 
tumultuons wonder, speedily sabsiding into censure and neglect ; till 
Jiis ear}}' eud most monrnful death again awakenod un nirhu^uHTn I 
Jhrbim, irbicb, especially as there was now MAhing v.\».d'iQtt, aud M 
—rail to be spoken, haa prolonged it3B\f even in oat owYifeiM. \\,\a 
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of tills dftmor proves that Bumit wna no viilgur wondor. 
Jngly, even in sober jndgTnents, wLere, as years pnfised by. ho 
come to rest more ami more eiuluBivety dd his onu IntnEsic 
merits, and niay now bo well riigh shorn of that casual redianco. ho 
appears not oiiJy na a tnie British poet, bat as oue of the most 
eonsidsrahlo British ni^n of tlie eighteenth century. Let It not 
be objected that ho did little , be did much, if we cnnBider where and 
lU)W. If the work performed was smail. 'we must remember that ho 
tUid Ws Tory materials to discover ; for thn metal lie worked in lay 

-liU under the desert, where no eye but his hod gaessiid its existence ; 
Bihl we may almost say, that with his own hand ho had to coua! 
tha tools for fashioning it. For he found himself iu deepest at 
tUcy, without help, wiihoat instruction, without model, or 
l]ti>delR only of tho meauefil sort. An educated man stands, 
VIBte, in the midst of a boundless arsenal and magazine, filled 
an the weapons and engines wliich man's skill has been able 1 . __ 
liae from tho earliest time ; and ho works, nccording-ly, with m 
Btreagth liormwed from all paiit ages. How different is hi* state who 
Btwids on Che outside of tliat storehouse, and feels that its gates must 
be atormml. or remain forerer nhut against him ! His means are tho 
oommonest and rudest : tlie mere work done is no measure of Ilia 
Btrength. A dwarf behind his steam e ngine may wmovo mountains ; 
but no dwarf will hew them down with Che pick-axe ; and'hemnsl 
bf ft Titan that hurls them abroad with his arms. 

It la in tills last shape that Bums presents liimself. Bom in an 
tgo the most prosaic Brilsin hod jet seen, and in a condition tho 

'-I9»t advantageous, whero his mind, if it aceomplislied aught, luost 
MWoniplish it ander the pressure of ctmtlnual bodily t^l, nay, of pen- 
Vrj and desponding apprehension of tho worse evils, an<l with no 

' tvnherancc but sudi kuowled^ as dwells in a poor man's hnt, nn^ 
the rhymes af a Fer^^uson or Ramsay for his standard of beautv, bfl 
sinks not u[ider all these impediments. Througli the fogs and dalifl 
neea of that obscure regiim, his eagle eyo discerns the trun rclatiofl 
of tlie world and hitman life ; lie grows into Intellectaal etrcngtd| 

'Mid trains himself into intellectual expertness. Impelled by Ilfl 
frnpieaailile movement of his inward spirit, he stnig-gles forw&M 
.Into the general view, and with haughty modesty lays down beforo as 
fll the fruit of his labor, a gift, which Time has now pronounced iufl 
ft^shable Add to all this, that his darksome, d nidging cbildhodi 
Bild youth was by far the kindhest era of his whole life, and that SI 
died In his thirty-seventh year ; and then ask if it ho strange ihS 
bid poems ore imperfect, and of small extent, or that his gmius »]B 
bKlnod no mastery in its art 1 Alas, his sun shone as through a tmgfl 
cd tornado : and the polo sliadnw of death eclli>sed it at nootM 
Bbroudcil in bl'cIi lialefiil vapors, the genUis oi 'BwriM.wft&^vwf*"! tim 
la efeur aKure sjilonihr.-, enlightening iKuvjoiW V;vA wmwi Nw^J 
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rainbow and orient colors into ft glnrj nnd stem ^randcar, nliidi 
Ei1eutl7 gassd on with wonder and team. 

Wc arti BQUiuua not to exaggersie ; Tor it is exposition rather thML 
admiration tliat our readers require of ua liera ; uid yet to avoid eorof^ 
tendency lo tliat tdde is no easy matter. We love Bums, aad tr# 
pitj him : and love and pity are pr ue to mBgnity. Criticiam, it itf 
sonietimea tlwugbt, sliiiuld be h cotd bnaiuess ; we are not ao aniv lif,, 
tliis ; Imt, at all erents, our concem with Bums itt not exulus,v<^t/.~ 
that of crittus. True and genial as his poetry mast appear, it is ni» 
chiefly as a poet, but as a man, that be interests and aRecta UB. Uw 
was often advised to write a tragedy : lime and meuna were not lent 
him for this ; but througU life ne enacted a tragedy, and one of lUo- 
deepest. VVe question whetlier the worl i lias since wilnoased 30 
utterly and a scene ; wluither Napoleon liimaelf, left to bniwl witl) 
Kr Hudson Lowe, an 1 perish on liia rock, " amid the melonubiily 
main," presenttid W the retiiKtuig mind such a " speiitai^lo of ]iity and 
tear " na di 1 this intrinsically nobler, teller, and perlmpa greatel 
Boul, wasting itself away in a bopelsHS etruggle with Inse eniangle- 
menta, which oniled closer and closer roand him, till only duatli 
opened him an outlet.- Conqueroi's ai'e a race with, nhuiu Hie world 
could well dispense ; nor can the bard intellect, the uusymputhiEing 
laftiness, and high but aellidh eudiusiaaui of such persouB inspire lu 
In ^neral with any aSection ; at beat it may excUte amazenuint ; anct 
tlieir f ill, lilte that of a pyramid, wiU be beheld with a certnih aod-, 
nesa and awe. Utii a true Poet, a man in wlioae heart resides smne 

I effluence of Wisdom, some tone of the " Bteroal Melodien." is the 
moat precious gift that can be bestowed on a generation : we see in 
him a freer, purer development of whatever is noblest !u ouree vee ; 
IiiB life Is a rich lesson to us, and we mourn his death, as tlut of u 
benefactor who loved and taught us. 

Such a gift bad Nature in her bounty bestowed on us in Bi>bDrt 
Bums ; hut with queeu-like indiSerence she cast it from her hand, like 
a thing of no moment, and It was defaced and torn asnnder. as an idle 
bauWe, before we recognized it. To the ill-slarrod Bums was given 
the power of making man's life more venerable, but that of wisely 

' guiding his own was not given, Destiny — for »o in our ignoiaDcti 
we must speak-'his faults, the faults of otiters. proved too liard for 
him 1 and that spirit, which might have soared could it but have 
walked, soon sank to the dust, its ilorious fucoltes trodden under 
foot in the blossom, and died, we may aluiost say, witbuui '■ . 

I tng UVfid. And so kind and warm a soul ! so full of iol i < 

I jat lovl! to all liyiRg and lifeless things ! Uow bia hejiri rt. . 

lijinpathy over "uijiversal Nature, amd .n her bleakest pnin,' ■ ■ m-- 

cems a 'boauty*and a njear^g 1 The " IlaJsy " falls uul lUibi-ciini 

Under hia plooeh^fm ; nor tlio ruin'd neat of that ■' wee, cuwering, 

^morons ieastie,"cast forth, after all its vto'''"^^"^ \pvL'fQB,vi*"&^ 

^to *tee^ dribble and cr»nruu(;ll cauld." 'Tan "Wai Viaaigs" oR^ 
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an anebem to biH ears ; he lovce to whIIc Id the soimdinff 
_ _ . it raises liis thoaglits 1^^ mm thai waikeCh on tlui lein^i 

'tJit wind." A true Poet-BooI, for it needs bat M be struck, and the 
40|UDd it yirida will be muaii! 1 But observe him chieHy aa he mln- 
jdas wUh liis brother men. What wnrni, bU -comprehending fellow- 
^^ing^i wh&t trustful, Ixnindless love, what gen^roos eiaggeratiou 
if the objiict loved I Hia rustic friend, iiis nut-brown maiden, aru 
JlO longer mean and h'>melf , but a hero and a queen, whom he prizes 
aatlie paragons of Earth. The rough scenes of Scuttisli life, not 
Veen by him m any Are.idian illusion, but in the rude coutradiutiim, 
ia t]ie anioke and floU of a too liarsh reality, are still lovely to bim ; 
PoTerty is indeed his companion, but Love also, and Courage ; tUe 
ahnple feelings, the worth, the nobleness, that dwell under tlS slraw 
toof are dear and venerable to his heart ; and thus over the Iowt«t 
p'rovinoea of man's existence ho pours the ghiry of his own soul : and 
they lUe, in shadow and Buaslune, softened and brightened into a 
famaty which other eyee discern not in the highest. He has a just 
BeU-Coosciouaness, which too often degenerates into pride ; yot it is a 
^ble pride, for defence, not for offence— no cold, suspicions feeling, 
'bnt a frank and social one. The peasant Poet bears himself, we m^ht 
soy, like a King in exile ; he is cast ajnong the low, and feels lumself 
.eqiuJ to the highejit ; yet he clHiuia no rank, that none may lie di«- 
l^ted to him. The forward he can repel, the snpercUious he can 
Mbdurt , pretensions ot wualth or ance-try are of no avail with blm - 
tliero is a lire in that dark eye under n'hich the " insolenue of conde- 
.Bcenslon " cannot thrive. In his abasement, in Ills extreme need, he 
largetSi nut for a moment tlie majesty of Poetry and Manhood. And 
jet, far oa he feels himself above common men, he wanders not apart 
froin them, but mixes warmly in their interests ; nay, throws liimself 
into their arms, and, as it were, entreats them to love him. It is 
moving U> see bow, in hia darkest despondency, this proud being still 
eeeks relief from friendship ; unbosoms himself, often to the unwor- 
thy : and, amid tears, strains to his glowing heart a heart that knows 
only the name of frlendsliip. And yet he was "quick to learn ;" a, 
man of keen vision, before whom common disguises aSorded no con- 
cealment. His understanding saw through tie hollowncss even of 
aeoomplished deceivers ; but there was a generous credulity 
Heart, And so did our Peasant show liimself amonc' us; " 
f^e an JEolian harp, in whose strings the vnlgar wind, as it 
tbrough them, changed itself into articulate melody." And tl 
ha for whom the world found no litter business than qnarreillr^ 
Bmu^lera and vintners, computing excise dues upon tallow, 
gauging ale-barrels 1 In such ttiila was that mighty Spirit sor. 
tallj wasted ; and a hundred years Hia.3 ipaaa OTi.>MXnx« »»KiC»sst 
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All that remainH of Bums, the Writinga hfi lias left, seem to qb. u ' 
we llinted above, do more tliau a poor mutilated fmction of wbat wu I 
in him : lirief, broken glimpses of a genius thut tould never ehcm \ 
ilself complete, tliat wanted all tliinga for completeness — culture, lei- 
sure, true effort, nay, even length of life. Hi« poema ape, Vrilh 
scarcely anj esception, mere occBsional effusions, poured forth witlv 
little premeditntion, eipTessiug, b; such means as offered, the pas- 
,efon, opinion, or humor of the hour. Never in one instance viaa it 
permitted him to grapple with any sabject with the full collection ot , 
iaa strength, to fuse and mould it in the concentrated fire of hiH 
geniua. To try by the strict rule^s of Art snch imporfect fragmeats 
would be at once unprofitable and unfair. Nevertheless, there is 
something in these poems, marred and defective as they are, whieli 
forbids the most fastidious student of poetry W pass them by. Boroa- 
BOrt ot enduring qunlity they must have ; for, after fifty years of the 
wildest vicissitudes in poetic taste, they still continue to be rend ; 
nay, are read mope aud more eagerly, more and more eiteUKVely ; 
and this not only by litemry virtuosos, and that class upon whom 
transitory causes operate most strongly, but by ^1 classes, down 
to the most hard, unlettered, and truly natural class, who read little, 
and especially no poetry, eicept because they find pleasure in it,- 
The grounds of so singular and wide a popularity— ^which esteods, 
in a lileml sense, from (he palace to the hat. and over all regiona 
where the English tongue is spoken — are well worth inquiring into^^' 
After every just d' dnction, it seems to imply some rare exeullenceJH^ 
these works. What is that eicellen e f ^ , 

To answer this question will not lead us far. The excetleDCe Cf i 
Bums is, indeed, among the rarest, whether in poetry or prose ; bi(t, 
at the same time, it is plain and eaaily recognized : his Suteeritj/, fils , 
indisputable air of Truth. Here are no falmlous woes or joys ; nn . 
hollow fantastic sentimentalities : no wire-drawn reflmngs, dtlier Iti | 
thought or feeline^ : the passion that Is traced before us has glowed in 
a living heart ; the opinion he utters has risen in his own nnderstand- - 
ing, and been a light In his own steps. He does not write from heltr- 
say, but from sisht and experience ; it is the scenes he has Uved and I 
labored amidat that he defwribea : those scenes, rude and bumble as ' 
they are, Iiave kindled beautiful emotions in his soul, noble thoughta, nl 
anu definite resolves j and he speaks forth what is in him, not from 
any outward call of vanit*' or interest, but because his heart is loo full | 
to be silent. He speaks it, too, with such melody and modulation na 
he can ; " in homely rustic Jlnglo ; " but it is his own, and giMuine. . 
This Is the grand secret for finding readers and retaining them : let [j 
him who would move and convince others be first moved and eon- , 
•dnced himself. Horace's rule, Sinn ntrjtiire, is applicable in a wider I 
spose than tho literal one. To every poet, to every writer, we might I 
ay : Be true if jaa woaid he believed. \x\ a man \ra^ s^^^jiSt l«nV i 
^^^6^Bau/0(, «ini«aia3s the thomclUi, tkarauotLdaiXtew'""' — " 
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P* tlis own lieart. and other men, so str&Dgcly bi 

It by tte tie nf sjTnpatliy, Tnu3t and will give ha 

' ?xteQt of view, we nmy etan 1 above the speaker, nr beloiT 

a Gitber ciise his words, if tliey are earnest and sincKre, 

ne response within us ; fc)r in spit« of all casual variedea 

d iwtk, or inward, as face aDswera to face, so docs the hrvrt 

ear a very simple principle, and oae which Bams hiKl 
iaodvering'. True, the diKwvecy is easy enongli ; hut 
ical appliance is Dot easy — is. Indeed, the fnndamenUil diUi- 
eh all poets have to strive witli, and which scartaly one in 
.lundred ever fairly anrmonnts. A bead too dull to discriiulnat^ 
trrie from the faJse, a heart too dull to love the one nt all risks, 
nul to hatD the other in spite of all temptations, ar« BiUut fatal to a 
■Writer. Willi either, or, as more commonly happ^, with both of 
^HBe deficiencies, combine a love of distinction, a wish to be uriginal, 
■Wnidi 18 fwldom wanting, and wc have ASectation, the bone of Liicra- 
.Wo, OB Cant, its elder brother, is of morals. How oft«u dote ihB oua 
-Mad the other front us, in jxietry, us in life I Great poets themselves 
■n not always free of this vice ; nay, it is produely on a certain sort 
tafi de^Ne of greatness that it is most commord; ingrafted. A strong 
(i{tttn after ciicelleDce will snmutimea solaie itself with a more shadow 
eEsDOceHS, and be who has much to unfold will sometimee anfuld it 
ipwfectl^. Byron, for instance, was no conuiion man ; yet if wo 
his |m«try with tliis view, we shBll find it tor enough from 
Generally speaking, we shonld say Uiat it iB not true. Ho 
Zfsi9uii»i ua, not with the divine fountain, but too ofti>n with vitlgar 
Attug waters— Htimulaliiig, indee<l, to the taste, bitt Boon ending in 
^Ulke or evnn nausea. Are his Harolds and Oiaoius, we would ask, 
.10^ men — we moan poetitally consistent and tonoeivable men! Do 
Wi tli«e (ihanuiWira, does not the chamuter of thrfr author, whit'h 
JMWe o» less shines through them all, rather apj)ear a thing P"t on 
for til-' occasion — nu natural ot posaible mode of beang, but smnetliing 

inlendod w look much grander than natitfe ? SurelV, all these r 

ful agonies, this voltanic heroism, suporhnmnn contttoiit. and i 
di^peratioii, with 80 miieli scowling, and teetli-gnaBling, und 
Kuipliurcms hinnora, ia more like the brawling of a pluyer in 
paltry tragedy, which is to last three Lours, than tlio bearing of' 
.gftniu the businesBof life, which is tolaat threesiMreand ten yeaa. 
to. oar minds, there is n t^nt of this sort — something which we 
iuaul<l call theatrical, false and affected — m every one of thi»e other- 
wIm poworf al pieces. Berhaps Doa Jmn, espetiollv the latter partB 
a it, is the only thing ap)>ro»Bhin|r to h sineern work hn evpr wrotH 
ibo only work where lie allowed himself. 

ftDd Bwmed BO intent 1)11 his aubjwt as, . -,-- - -„ 

*ietf. Jet Jlj-ron hnted this viw— we \»\\»5vb, \ifto,Teta fe\R»«*.| 



for the Btrongest to make tliis primajy attBiintiient, which', 
mm. till! aiinpltat oC all: to read iu Dien ewiiicimifaraa mtlumi 
, without errors involunlftry or wilful I We' reoolkct ai 
IKWt of Burns's suaoeptibtlity wlio coinoB before ua from the firat, ani- , 
Abides witU us to the Isat, with such a total wont of aSectBtloo. ilaS 
is an liooest mau, and aji hooeat writer. In his satMieBses and llis- J 
(ftUurea, in hia greatness and his littioness, he is ever clear, simple..! 
IFue, and glitters with no lustre but hia own. We reckon tbia to bs i 
a great virtue ; to be, in tact, the root of most other virtuea, literary ' 
aa well as moral. 

It is neoossary. however, to mention that it ig to the poetry of 
Bums that we now allude ; to tboso writings which he hod time to 
meditate, and where no special reason existed to warp his eiitical 
feeling or obstruct his endeavor to fulfil it. Certain of his Letters, 
and other fraMiona of prose composition, by no nieana deserve thia , 
praise. Here, doulitless, there is not the same natural truth uf atyJe, 
but, on the contrary, something not only atifi, but strnii!'''! and 
twisted — a wnajn high-flown, intialed tone, the stilting eniplia-;ii iiif 
which contrsata ill with the firmness and rugged simplii-ity •<{ •■wn 
hia poorest veraea. Thus no man, it would appear, is olinfrrdni- im. 
Affected. Doea not Shakspearo himself sometimes premoilittu<> tLi' 
sheerest bombast t But even with regard to these Letters of Burns, 
it is bat fair to state that he had two eicuses. The first was hia 
comparative deficiency in language. Bums, though for the mo tl part^ 
he writes with singiilar force, and even gtacefolness. is not masler ijr 
Bngliah prose, as he is of tjcottish verse ; not master of it. we mean, 
in proportion to the depth and vehementie of his matter. These 
Letters strike us as the effort of a man to express something which 
bo bus no organ fit for expressing. But a second and weightier ex- 
cuse ia to bo found in the peeifliarity of Burns's social rank. His i 
oorrespondenta are often raoQ whose relation to him he has never 
accurately asuertained ; whom, therefore, he ia either forearming 
himself against, or else unconsRiously fluttering, by adopting the style 
he tliinks will please them. At all events, we should remember that 
these faults, even in his Letters, are not the rule, but the exception. 
Whenever he writes, as one would ever wish to do, to trusted Irienda 
and on firtX interests, his atyle becomes simple, vigorous, expressive, 
sometimes even beautiful His Letters to Mrs. Dunlop are uniformly 
eicxllent. 

But we return to his poetry. In addition to its sincerity, it has t 
another pecnbar merit, which indeed ia hut a mode, or perhaps a il 
m.eaus, of the for^^ing. It displays itaelf in his chcnoo of aubjocts, i 
or rather in his IndilforeDoe as to subjects, and the power h» bus oC i 
making; all axibjt-cta interesting. The ordinary poet, like the ordinarr 
man, ia forever sealing, in external circumslauceB, the help which. , 
ean be faita'l only in iiimself. In what is I&iadiat and ebm wt'Sm.ai, , 
_ Jie djacerua ua tatai or comeliness ; home 1.1 noi'poeVi.csl,taB.Y^««io*. 



e past, diBtunt. convontional world, tlint poetry r 
he there nod not here, were he tlinH nud not ao, 
*l»B well wiih liim. Hence oiu innumerable host oF niae-eolofed 
novels and iron-mailed opica, with their louality not on the Earth, but 
Mimenhere nearer to the Moon. Hence our Virgins of the Sun, and 
'out KnightB of the Ctobs, moliciouH SanuwtnH in turbuna, and copper- 
e61ored Chiefs in wamputu. and ho many other truculent figures 
from the heroic times or the heroic climates, who on all hands awnrm 
r poetry. Peace be with them ! But yet, as a great inoraliat 
prnpoaed preaching to the men of this century, bo would we fain 
preach to the poets, "a sermon on the. duty of staying at hnmn," 
■Let them be sure that heroic agea and heroie climates can do little for 
'bem. That form of life has attraction for us, less because it is better 
ir nobler than our own, than simply because it is different ; and eveu 
his attraction must be of the most transient sort. For will not our own 
^, one day, be an oudent one ; and have is quaint a costume as the 
- rest ; not contrasted with the rest, therofore, but ranked alon^' with 
them, in respect of quaintneas ? Does Homer interest ub now, because 
lie wrote nf what passed out of his native Greece, and two centuileB 
before he was bom ; or because he wrote of what, ^ssed in God's 
world, and in the bean of man, which is the same after thirty centur- 
ies t Let our poets look to this ; is their feeling really finer, truer, 
and their vision deeper than that of other men ? they have notliing to 
fear, even from the fiumbleat object ; is it not eo? — they have noting 
to hope, but an ephemeral favor, even from the highest. 

The poet, we cannot but think, can never liave far to seek for a 
subject ; the elements of his art are in him and around him on every 
Iwnd ; for him the Ideal world is not remote from the Actual, bat 
under it and within it ; nay, he is u poet precisely because he can dis- 
-oem it there. Wherever there is a sky above hhn, and a worli! 
around him. the poet la in his place ; for here too is man's t liatence, 
yntb. its infinite longings and small acquirings ; its ever-thwarted, 
ever-renewed endeavors ; its unspeakable aspirations, its fears and 
hopes that wander through Eternity ; and all the mystery of brigh^ 
e and of ploom that it waa ever made of, in any age or climt ' " 
ce nan first began to live. Is there not the fifth act of a Tragi 
every dmth-bed, tboagh it were a peasant's and a bed of deal 
And are wooings and weddings obsolete, that there can be Comedy 
Jonger! Or are men suddenly grown wise, that Laughter must _. 
jbmger shake his sides, but be elated nf his Farce ? Man's life and 
ABttiFD Is 08 it wua, and as it will ever lie. But the poet must htivo 
'fUn eye M rend these things, and a heart to nndertrtand them, or they 
>O0me and puss away before him in vain, He is a eafo'd, a aeer ; a girt 
.*f tision has ln'im given him. Hns lifi' no miaj.ain?,a (<« Vim.-sy'*" 
■notber cannot eqmill_v docijiliiit 1 l\iea\ia>aw) v*'**-'"-^^^'^'^''" 
*!ll not make Jiim one. 
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better maniresta hia capubUity. belter proves tlie trntli of liia geniin ' 

than if he Juiif, liy liis own stti^n^h, kept the wliiJe Minurvn VmaB J' 

going lo the en<l of lita literary cnliree. He bIiows himself at least ft' ii 

pOHt of Nature'a own nuking ; nnd N&turc, after oil, is Ktill tlia ^rand i I 

tigcut !□ making pootx. We often hear of this (uiil tlio other exteriul || 

(xmdition being requisite for the existence of a poet. Sometimes it is /T 

a certaia sort (if triuning; ha vimtt have studied certain tliinga — ' ,| 
studied, for inatance, "the elder dramatista" — und so teamed a, poetio 

lan^T^'^gn ; aa if poetrj laj in the ton^e, not ill the he/irt. At oUier 1 

tlnjta we are told ho uinst he bred in a. certain rank, and must be oa a |' 

confidential footing with the higher classes ; because, above all other ',. 

things, he must sue the world. As to aecdu? the world, we approktuid ' 
this will causa him little difBculty, if he hnve but ira eye to see it 
'With. Without ejes, indeed, the task might be hard. But happily- 

every poet is born in the world, aud aoea it. with or against liis wiil, ' 

eveTy day and every hour he lives. The mysterious workmanship of 1 
man H heart, the true light and the inscrutable darkness of man's 

deaUoy, reveal themselves not only in capital cities and crowded I 
saloons, hut in every Suit and hainkt wliere men have thur abodes 

Nay, do not the.elemenls of all human virtues and all human vices — • i 
the passions at once of a Borgiii and of a Lather — lie written, in 
stronger or fainter lines, in the consciousness of every individuai bosom 

that uus practised honest self-esamination? Truly, this samo world , 
may be seen in Moaasiel and TarlioUon, if we look well, as clearly as 

it ever came to light m Crockford's, or the TuHeriea iUelf. ' 

Bnt sumetimes «till harder requiaitions are laid on the poor espirant | 

to poetry : for it is hinted that be should have hocn born two Mntii- | 
lies ago. Inasmuch as poetry soon after that dote vanished from tha 

earth, aud became no lonefer attainable by men t Such cobweb spec- i 
ulotJons have, noir and then, overhimg the lie'd of literature; but 
they obstruct not the growth of any plant there: the Shakspttare or ttie 

!Uurn«, unuouscioiLsIy, and merely as he walks onward, sili'ntly brushes , 

them away. Is not every genius an inipDsaihility till ha appearf , 
Why do we call him new and original, if los saw where hia marble 

WES lying, and what fabric he conld rear from it 1 It is not the ma- | 
terial, but the worlunan, that is wonr.injf. It is not th'! dark pine* 

that hinders, but the dim cyn. A Scottish pe(i»Bnt's life was the j 

meanest and rudest of ell lives till Burns became n poet in it, and a i) 

poet of it — found it a nvtn'* lite, and therefore sieniGcant to men. A '[ 

thousand liattle-flelda remain unsung, bnt tlie WaunOed Hare. Iioa not ,{ 

perished without its mmnorlal ; a bairn of m^rcy yet brenthes oa us ^i 

from its dumb agonies, because a poet wafl there. Our HnUoiMieA ji 

had ]i.-isBr'<l and repassed, in rude awe and laughter, sinoe thn era nt "\ 
the IJroids ; tiut no Tbeocritiis. till Bums, iliscerned in it the mate. 

ria.'a of a .•■pottiah iilyl : neither was tlw iMu Paxr an^ Cnuiw^ if .1 

yh-zi/ar Uiioian Juldige ; but. neverthriesa, SupeTatition. aiiA Kni"ie- ■ 
r^^aaii ^jg Jjavlng i»eQa £iqpitipU3_to i>in ', ia-iioa™"'"'"" ■' ■■■ 



Mre OlEi' WKNK 

1, instinct with BQtire aai gcnnme omic lifp. Let b 
la poet be givun as. we repeat it, place him wLeca and 1 
' Irue poeCn' will not be wanting. 

_. ., identiy ol the eBsentinl gift of poetic feeling, as we have 
now BtWmpted to descrilio it. a wjrtoin rugged sterling worth per- 
▼adea whalever Bums hus written — a virtue, as of green S.eiiia and 
moantaiiL breezea, dwells in Lis poetrj ; it is ledelcnt oC natural life 
and liardj, natnrul iubii. There is & decisive etren^h in him, and 
"yot a eweet native gracefulnees ; he ia lender, and lie \b vehement, 
jtSi vritliont conBtraint or too visible effort ; he melts the heart, or in- 
SBliies it, with a power which seems &u1i1tual nnd familiar to him. 
We Hea in him the gentleness, the trembling pit; of a woman, with 
tbe deep earueatneaa, the force and paeaionate ardor of a hero. Tears 
Ijb in him, and cuasuming lire, ns lightning lurks in the drops of th» 
sanuuer cloud. He has a resonance in his bosom for every note of 
bamaa fcohng : the high and tho low, tbti ead, the ludicrouB, the 
jc^Dl, are welcome In tlieir turns to his " lightly moved and all-con- 
Gcaving spirit." AnH observe with what a prompt and eager force he 
Knnpa lils subject, be it what it may ! Uow he fixes, as it were, thii 
IhU image of th« matter in his eve — full and clear in every lineament 
-~Htsd catches th« real type and essence of it, amid a thousand arrei- 
deats and snperlicial circumstances, no one of which misleads him I 
Is it of reason — some truth to be diBCOvered ? No aophistry, no vain 
HOrface-logic detains him : quick, resolute, nnerring, he pierces 
'Uiroui^ into tlie marrow of the question, and.spwiks hia verdict with 
sn emphanis that c&nnot be forgotten. Is it of description — somo . 
TJHoal objpct in be represented ? No jroet of any age or nation is moro 
graphic than Burns: the characteristic features disclose theuiaclvei 
to liim at a glance ; tlu-re lines from his hnnd, end we have a lihe- 
nees. And, in that roug'h dialect, in that rude, often awkward, me- 
tre, BO clear and dcftnite a likeness 1 It seems a (Iranghtamau working 
■with a burnt stick ; and yet the burin of a Ijetzsch is not more ex- 
press ve or exact. 

Tlus cloarness of sight we may call tlio foundation of all tulent ; 
Br in fact, unless wp nfe. our objpcl, how shall we know hnw M placn 
at priie it, in oar underetanding, our imagination, our aJfections! 
¥tit it Is not in itself, perhaps, a very high excellence, but capable of 
bang united indifferently with the strongest or with ordinary powers. 
Homer eurpBsBes all meu in this quality ; but, strangely enoagh, at 
DO great distance l>elow him are RLchj.rdson and Defoe, It belongs. 
In truth, to what in called a lively mind, and gives no sure indication 
«f the higher endowments that may eilst along with it. In all tlie 
fiiree cases we have mentioned, it is combined with great garmlity ; 
tltelr descriptions nre dewlled, ample, and lovingly exact-, Uorojrf* 
Are bursts through, from titfle to ttnui, v&'\\ \i3 »iiei6erA -, \«&. \s«^* 

• Rirbard8»n hHve no tire. Barns. aEa\tv,iBT\o^TOQToaKwa«r^*Ks™a 
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tlifl streDgth. the piercing emphaais with wliich he thonglit, his «_ 
phasifl of eKpression may Rire an )iuiiilile but the readiwit proot. 
Who ever uttered sharper BayJnuB than his — words more tnemonkble, 
now by their burning rchfuiemw. now by Iheir cool vigor and laconid 
pitliJ A sint^Ie phrase depicts a wliolo subject, a whole seen?. Oof 
Scottish forefathers in the battle- l'i^I'1 Htmgeled forward, he says^ 
"Trd-ierU rliud;" giving, in this ont »ird, a hill vision of horror uatl 
carnage, jwrhaps too fr^Ltfullj accuruit for Art 1 

In fact, one of the leading features h. the mind of Bums is this 
viji^r of hia atrietly inteUectua.1 porceptiono. A leaolute force is ever 
vifiibio in hia judgments, ae in hia feelinga and vnlitionB. Profrasop 
Stewart aaja of him, with some surprise: "All the faculties of 
Buma'a mind were, as far as I could judge, equally vigorous ; and hia i 
predilection for iK»try waa rather the result of hia own enthoaiaatic 
and impassioned temper, than of a genius exclusively adaptMl to ' 
that sptcies of cuuipoDitioa. From his conversation I should hw^ " 
pronounced Lim lo be fitted to eiccl in whatever walk of a, " " 
ho Iiad chosen to exert hia abiliiiE^," But this, if we mietake'Jl 
is at all timoa the very esscpce of a truly poetical endowi 
Poetry, except in such casea as that of Ktwts, where tlie i 
conaista in eitrema sensibility and a certain vague pervading o 
fulness of nature, Is no separate faculty, no organ which caM 
superadded to the reat or disjoined from thetu ; but ratlier j 
result of their general harmony and completion. The fediug 

Sifts, that exist in the Poet, are thoeo that eiiat, nitli more t. . 
evclopment, in every human soul : the imagination which ahiidaB 
at the Hell of Dant« is the some faculty, weaker in degree, whJcb 
called that picture into being. IIow doea the poet speak to nil men 
with power bat by being still more a man thun they f SbaksptiBre, 
it llBs been wdl observed, in the planning and completing of lua 
Iragediea, haa shown an Understanding, wore it nothing more, which 
might have governed atatts or indited a Jfmiuiiit Organwm. What 
Bums's force of understanding may have been, we have less meaua 
of judgment : for It dwelt among the humblest objects, never saw 
philosophy, and never roue, except for short intervals, into the region 
nf great ideas. Nevertheless, sufflpient indication rerauinB for us in 
his works : we discern tlie brawny movement of a gigantic though 
Untutored itrength, and can understand how, in conversation, his 

rsk, sure insight inio men and things may, as much as aught else 
ut him. have amazed the best tliinkers of his tune and country. 
But, unless we mistake, the intellectual gift of Bums is line as 
well as strong. The more delioata relation of thinga could not wi-li 
liavo escaped his eye, for they were intimately present Mi his hwin. 
The logic of the senate and the forum is indiapensable, but not oll- 
Bulfident i nay, perliaps the highest Truth is that which will the 
zoost eertainlj elude it, or this logic worka \)5 wcrtia. B.n&''l^»i 
. ^Jieaf," U haa beeo said, "cannot hfl ei^tesaed'u 
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it (okfins of RD opentiPBS for lliia higher truth also, ofj 
. Th unrultivated sense for it, liaviug existed in Barns. ' 

_^„ it will be remomliered, " wonderr," in the pas 

qnoted, that Bums had formed some distinct cDDcepIlim o 
~^tae ot ^isociation." We rather think that far subtiler things t 
Cbe doctrinii of Bssociation had from ot old been faraitiar ti ' 



" We know notlung," thus 



hp, "or next to nothing, of thft 

> account for those seeming an,- 

particularly pleased with this 

minds of a different <aiEt, luakfts 

iiave some favorite Bowers in spring, 

ne nioanmiT! -daisy, the hara-beil, the fox-glove, 

the budding biruh, and the hoary hawthorn, tlmt 



of o 
prices in them, that one should 
thiog, or struck with that, which, 
no oitraotdinnry impression. 
mmoag which are the moan 
tit» wild-brier „ . 

1 view and luing over with [laniuular delight. I never hear the loud 
solitary whi^le of the curlew in a eummer noon, or the wild 
jBad^ca of a troop of gray plover in an nnturaaal mDrning, will 
AeUng au elevation of soul like Che antbusiaBm of devotion 
{■oetr;. TeJl lue, my dear friend, to what can this be owing I 
^e a piece of mHchiiiery. which, like the A>lian harp, pnsalve. 
tim Impruaaiun of the pussing accidenC. or do these worUinf 
fmaeHaing within an above the trodden clod ? I own mysel 
■U> Bttch proofs of thnse awful and important realities: a t 
ma4a all things, man's immaterial and immortal nature, and 
of weal or woe lieyoufl death and the grave.'' 

Force and HueneaH of uuderstanding are often spoken of as 
dlfferi'Dt from general force and Kneness of nature, 



jknd inijejiendent : except 
they ever go together. J 

" strong cliumcter ; neither 



special eases, and from special 
"" (if strong underatanding is genei 
■"— '■■ ddioacy in th" """ ''•"■i ■• 




ffivided from delicaey in the other. No oi , . ., ^ 

Jiial in tiie poetry o' Bums, keenness of Insight keeps pace ^ M 
'JCMQUefis of feeling ; that his Ught is not more pervading than hla 
0Onnt/t. Ue is a man of the most impassioned temper ; will 
got Bteong only, but noltle, and of the sort io which great v . . 

,»nit poems taJie their rise. It i9 reverence, it is Love towards all- 
JiMnre tlrnl inspires him, that opens hia eyea to its beauty, b 
CDBkea heart and voice eloquent in its praise. . There 'ir - ' — 
(Mjjiftg that " love furthers knowledge t" but. above alt, it 
'«Meoue of that knowledge which tuakes poets ; the first principle j 
4U esiatence, increase, activity. Of Burns's fervid affection, hte g«i 
muH, ttll-embriu'ing Love, wc have spukL-n iLlreiidy, an of the granT 
diatinetion of his nature, sei'U eiiuallj lu woTii anil fee\,\M. Vsa\iA«i 
tind in liiH Wririags, It were easy lo mvi\t\'p\v evB.w.'vXs*, "iiA to»j> 

but ill that eOyitOmi m^l ja tllS. ^^l^^^^V^^l^ WX,>V 1IV^*i^ -vaiNS-ewa^^ 
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in TJfPS Of BURNS.- 

ia loTBlyin hia siglit; "lUo hoary Imwihom," iho ■' troop «rf gT«T ' 

C^r," the " solitwy curlew," are all deac to him — all live In *tuft il 
th along tritli him, and to all be ia knit as in myBterious bMtfawv'il 
hood. Uow touckiiig Is it, for instance, that, oiuldat tJk> ^looin ot 'J 
personal misery, brixidine over the wintry desolalion without bin j 
ftud niihin him, he tlucks of the " ourie cattle " Hod " 
d their sufferingB in tiie pitiless 






irt, duep-ltJt^, Bpntlls, 
ucDbBtb b Acanr. 
Ilk happing bird, wee belplesn tbin^, 
Tlmt In thL merrj montb a' ipriDif 
Delighted niB to hoar thee sing. 

Wliarawi 



th^ chiltering w; 



And close lb; 

The tenant of the mean hut, with its " rugged roof and chinky wall," 
litis a heart to pity even these ! This is worth several homiliug on 
Mercy : for it is the voioe of Mercy herself. Bums, indeed, lives iu 
eymputliy ; liiH soul ruslies fortli ioto all realuiH of being : uutUinj; 
that liuB existence can he indiiferent to him. The vary devil lie can- 
nut hate with light orlhodusy I 

■' Bat tac yon wcel, raid NlcHo-ben ; 
O wad ye tsk a thansDt and men' I 
To idbllnB mi^bt— 1 dlnoa ken— 

Still hoe Ik stake ; 
rm woe to think opo' fun den. 

Even far ;oDr duke t" 

Rfl did no I know, probably, that Sl«me had been beforehAnd ij 
him. '■ ' He is the father of (.'Brses and lies,' said I*-. Slop ; ■' 
cursed and damned already,' — ■ I am sorry for it,' quoth my ^ 
Toby I" — ■" A p-jt; without Ijovb were a physical and metaphn 
impossibility. 

Why should we 8|>eak of Sevln. jMii ha« wf Wallace Ued ; ._^ 
know it, from the king to the meanest uf hisBubjectaT ThUdithn 
bio WSB composed on horTeba(!k : in riding in the middlo of teini 
over the wildest Ualloway moor, ia uompany with a Mf. Syme, 
observing the poet'9 looks, forehore lo speak — Judiciously eu<i( 
for a mun composing Britca'it A(i<lrf*» might be unsafe to trifle ^ 
DoubtlesEthis stem hjtnn was singing itself, as he fonued it, tl 
the Boul uF Burns : but t« the external oar, it should be sung w 
llirual i>[ til" whirlwind. So long as there is warm blood in th 
o/ji ScoSchma-n or man, it will move In fierce thrills under this w 
iii^e, Iho best, v/e beliove, that was over wriltBH \)y any ^en. 



LBfft'OP BtJftsra. 

JB tMiAcity, U MaeplisrtoiiS FarrAtfU. Porhaps there is st 

nihb Icadition itself iliat co-openvles. For wna not t"""" 

'ds shaggj Northland Cwos, timt '■ lived a life of 91 , 

tad died by troacherie." van not he too one of the Nimrodsu 

IB of llie earth, in the arennof Mb own remote, misty gleaa, i 

L clearer and wider one? Xaj, was tliorc nota tuuohffl 

\aiat A fibre of love and softness, of poetry Itself, jtam 

1 his savage heart ; for he oomposed that air the night 

Klua aiecntion ; on tlie wings of that poor melody, his bett«T 

^odd soar awa? above oblivion, pain, and all the ignominy and 

; which, lihe an avalanche, was hurling iilai lo the abyas ! 

also, as at Thehea and the Pelopa' line, was material Fata 

''mstclLed against man's Freewill : matched in bitterest tliongh obscure 
AoiA ; uid the ethereal soul sunk not, even in its l>Iiu,dnosB, without 
« cry whi'',li has survived it. Bat who, eii^ept Bnraa, could havQ 
^vuo words to sncU a soul — words that we never Ustea to without 
stnmge half-barbarons, half-poetiu fellow-feeling? 



atprlng. aaii Siactd it round, 



] 



Tuder & lighter and thinner disguise, the same principle of Loi 
ich we have recc^ized as the great charocte fistic of Burns, andi 

true poets, occHBionally manifesta itself in the sbiipe of Humo 

BvOTywhere, iiide«Nl, in his sunny moods, a full buoyant flood of mirth 
loDs througli the mind of Burns ; he rises to the high, and stoops hi the 
iw, and is brother and playmate to all Natnre, We speah not of bis 
bold and oft«n irresistible facolty of caricature ; for this is Drollery 
rather than Humor : but a much tenderer sportfiilaess dwells in him : 
BBd comes forth, here and there, in evanesueot and buautif ul touches ; 
M in his Addrem to the Mourn, or the Farmer'a Mare, or in his Elegs 
,mPoor Mailie, which last znay be reckoned his happesL tiftorloF 
this kinil. tn these pieces there are trdts of a Humor as Hue as that 
e( Btorne 1 yet altogether different, ori^nal, peculiar — the Hnmor of 

Of the tenderness, tlie playful pathos, and many other kindred 
oaalilles of Uiiriis's poetry, much more might be said 1 hut now. with 
iMae poor outlines of a sketch, wo luiist prepare to quit thin part iff 
Oat iHihject. Tu speak of hin imlividual writing adequutclr and 
MUh Ruy detail, would lead as far beyond our limita. As alroad}' 
Unted, we can look on but few at these pieuea as. In etric>t oriCiiJtal 
Ingnage. deaerving the nanic of fiieniB : they are rhymed eloquence, 
Aymad pathos, rhymed sense ; yet acldum essentially melodious. 
•Uial, poeilcttl. Tarn O'Shanter itself, which enjoys so high a favor, 
■*- 1* aot appear ta na. at alt deoluvely, to wwaa vim«t \X\\»\»a». vM*^ 

[J ;jia^|o^aJJ^^c^)J^Jgeplaaa■8^^$&otBtfv6i;»ft^l,T>■^^ 
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he>rt and bod? of tlie sUirv still lies hard and dead. He hoa n^' 
gone bs(!k, munli less carried ub back. Into that daH<, earnest, 
wondering Bgp. when tha CrailUion was beliered, and when it toidt^ 
its rise T he does not attempt, hy t.ny new modelilag of his tta- 
pprnataral wftre, to strike anew that deep niysterions chord ot 
bunion natare, whiub ouce reepouded to sucb tbmgs ; and wbiclt 
Uvea in ua too, and wUt forever lire, tliougb silent, or vibraj- 
ing with far other notes, and to far different issues. Our Ger- 
man reulera will undftstand us when we saj tbnt he is not the Tleck 
bnl the MubGus af IhiH tnle. EKlernally it is all green and llvintr ; 
yet lonk closer, it is no firm growtii, Imt only ivy on u rock. TttT 
piece doee not probably cohere : the strange chasm which jawta lit 
our incredulous imagioBtions between the Ayr public-house and tUg 
gale of Tophet, is nowliere bridged over, nay, the Idea of suidi s 
bridge is Inuglied at : and thus the Tragedy of the adventure becomes- 
a mere drunken phantasmagoria, painted oit ale-vapors, itnd the fartw, 
alone has any reality. We do not ray that Bums should have nutda 
mach more of this tradition ; we rather tlilnk that, for stricily portl- 
cal purposes, not much le/M to be mada ot it. Neither are we blind 
, to tfiB deep, varied, genial power displnyed in what be has actually 
accompiislied : but we Hud far more " Bhakspearian " qTiMlitiiM. ai| 
these of Jlim O'SImuUt have been fomily named, in mimjof Ilia 
other pieces ; nay. we Incline to believe that thia latu>r niiglit bitva 
been written, all but quite as well, by a man who, in plat* of guniua,- 
had only possessed talent. 

Perhaps we may venture to say, that the moat strirtly pwticul of ' 
all his ■' poenia"lKone, which does not appear in Currie'a Edittim, 
but has been often printed before and since, under the humble tit]&' 
of TJifS JtMy Btggniri. The subject truly is among the lowest in na- 
ture ; but it only the more shows nur poet's gift in nuaing it into tlio 
domain of Art. To our minds, this piece seems thoroughly com- 
pacted, melted together, refined, and iwured torth in one flood of 
true HjwM harmony. It fa light, airy, and soft of movement ; yet 
sharp and precise in ite delwls ; eveiy fac la a portrait : that raarh 
forhn, that wee ApoSo, that Sun of Man, are Scottish, yet ideal ; tho ' 
scene ia at once a dream, and the Tory Hag-caatleof ■■Poosie-Nan-. 
sis." Farther, it sewns in a considerable degree complete, a real self. 
HUppnrting Whole, which is the highest merit in a. pnem. TJui ; 
blanket of the night ia drawn asunder for a moment ; in f ill, md^, I 
and tiaming light, these rough tatterdemalions are seen \n (heir Itaist: \ 
erous revei ; tor the strong pulse of Lite vindicates its right to glad-j 
nesB even here ; and when the curtain closes, we prolong the aflMA^ 
without effort : the nest day, as the last, onr Cnird and our BaUaS- \ 
mungsr ue elnging and soldiering: their "brats aud caUets" utq 
JiawJdng, hegginf;, cheating ; and some nth^r eight, in new ntmblnit- 
. tfoas, thay 'will ling from Fate another \viur o1 wassRW M\i ^»A. 



hVFE or "amcra. 

KTitVagB : we mean lo say only, tliat it soems tn ui the most porTe 
of Ita kind, us a piece of poetical com posit ion, etrictly so-called. 
Hds Beggar'* Opera, in the HeggaT'a Biitli. hs other critics havcBl 
neadf remarked, thnro is nothing which, in rani pontic vigor, et|ual( 
tbi8 CtiUtaa ; uothing, as wa think, wliieh comes within ctuty de- 
i;ret<s of it. 

But by faf the most finished, complete, and tmly inspired piocoe 
DarDB are, without dispute, to he found among his lii>ug». It is I ~ 
that, although through a small aperture, his light shines with 
least obFtmction. in ita highest hisnaty, and pnro saany clearnt 
The reason may be, that Bong is a brier and simple specif ~ ~' " 
]MBftioa : and reijuires notliing so much for its perfection as geaume 
jHKlie feeling, {^uine music of lieart. The Song lias ita j'ules 
3mia]ly with the Tragedy : rules which in mo^l eases are poor!)- (ul- 
EtRed, in iimny cases are not so much as felt. We miyht write along 
asm; on the tiongs of Burns : which we Tcckon by far the beet IhM 
BfU^D has yet produced ; for. indeed, since the era of (jueen Elisui- 
tiMt, we know not that, by any otliar hand, aught tmly worth attea- 
ti(Hi liBB bct'n accomplished in this departiuent. True, we have s6ngA 
enough " by jieraonH of quality ;" we liave tawdry, hollow, wine-breOj 
nodiigals; many a rhymed " sjweub" in tliellowing luid watoryvein 
«f Ossorins the Portugal Bishop, rich in sonorous words, »nd. for 
Inoral, dashed perhaps with some tint of a seutiniental st-nauality ; all 
Which many persona ceaae not from endeavoring to sing : thougii fof 
moet p«.rt, we fear, the muaic is but from the thmat ojtward. or '' 
Best f^ora some region far enough short of the Bmil; not in whii 

tfttf la a certain inane Limlio of the Fancy, or ever ' 

4ebatalilo land on the outeida nf the Nervous Byi 
ii)a:drigals and rhymed speeches seem to have originated. With 
Songs of Burns we miutt not name these things. Independently 
ihe clear, manly, heartfelt spntiraent tlial over pervades kin ixwlry, 
bi» songs are I'Onest in another point of view : in form as well aa in 
spirit. They do not affict to l>e set to music ; bnt they actually and 
In themselves are music ; tliey have received tlielr life, and (aaluoned. 
fhemselves llgether, in the medium, of Harmony, as Venns rose fl 
ijOxi boeom of the sea. The aWwy, the feeling, is not detailed, 
■nggestcd ; not jn»(/, or npoutei), in rlietor'Kial completeness and 
>U»nce ; but xuag. in fitful gushes, in glowing liints. In fantn 
bwaks, in wmili/iga not of the voice only, hut of the whole ni 
'We enuaider tlus tu be tlie essenue of a song : and that no songs t 
the little careless catcUes, and, us it were, drops of soiu^, w 
^utkspeare has here and tlmre sprinkled over iiis plays, mifil 
MOdltlon in nearly the same degree as most of Bnmti'E do. I 
gfBce and truth of external movement, too, presupposes in genera 
corresponding force of truth and Benlimeta, Mia vKwa.A Ta«»si 
Tbe Bonga of Burns are not more perfect m Wve Imrtoet op"^*.^^ 
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menoe and entireness I Tlii>n^ Is a piercing nail in Mb aniKnl^^^^l 
purt'st rupture in Iiis joy : he bnms with tbe slcmest ire, ovM^^^^I 
witli the loudrst or slynet mirth ; luid yet hn is owupt and e&tt, '^^^^H 
as the smile when fund lovera uieet, and soft as their pftfting^^^^^l 
If we farther take into acconnC the iratnense variety of tua Ml^^^^^l 
liflw, fn)m the loud ilowln^ revel in WilHe brete'U a prpk if JH^^^^^H 
th(> dtill. rapt eiithusiasm of saduess for Mary in, Seatmi; fto^^^^H 
gtad kind greeting of A'lld Laiigni/ns, or the oomic arcbneaa Of a^^^l 
iviA (/I'lii/, 10 the flre-eyed fur? of Sct/tn. wha hoe irT Waliaix M^^^^| 
haa found a tone and words for ererj mood of man's heart — Itij^^H 
seem a smsJl piaoae if we mak him. as the Hret of all our eong'-WTlM^^^| 
for we liuow not where to find oue worthj of beinr second to Uw^^H 
[t ia on his Songs, as we beliere, tliat Bnms's chief liiBnenceiS^^^I 
suthur will ultiinutiil; be found to depend : nor. if our ^^t*^^^| 
aphorism is true, shall we account lit s a small inflnence. " ^<^g^^H 
Diuite the songs of a people," s^d he, " and jou shall make ila bn^^^f 
Surely, if ever any Poet might have equalled himself with Ij<|^^^H 
tors, on this ground, it was Bums. His songs are already JiBrf^^^^^f 
mutlier tongue, nut of Scotland only, but of Britain, and of th^^^^H 
lions that In all tlte ends of tlic earth speak a British langaiuw^^^H 
hnt and hall, aa the heart unfolds itself in tlie joy and woe off ^m^^l 
«iicc, the name, the voice of tliat joy and that woe, Is, the name h^B 
soice which, Bnms hoa given them. Strictly speaking, perhaps, lu) 
British man has so deeply affected the thoughts and feelings of so 
many men as this solitary and alt^^ether privuM individmu, with 
means apparently the humblaat. i 

In another point of view, moreover, we incline to think that Bnras^ 
inflnence may have been considerable : we mean, aa exerted spedally 
on the Lileraiuro of his covmtty, at least on the Literature of Awt- 
land. Ainong the great ehangea which British, particularly Scottish 
Iif«ratnre, has undergone since that period, nue of the greatest will 
be found to consist in its remarkable increase of nationality. Bvea 
tlie English writers, most popular in Bums'stime, were little distin- 
guished for their I temry patriotjam, in tlusita kiest sense. A certain 
attenuated cosmopolitanism had, in good measure, taken place of the i 
old insular home-filling ; literature was, as it were, without any local 
environment— was not nourished by the affections which spring froiBL 
a native soil. Our Urays and (iluvere seemed to write almost as if fit' 
vneua ; the tiling written lieara no mark of place ; it is nrit writton so 
inailU for Engliithmcn as for raen ; or rather, which is the inevitabto 
result of tills, for wrtalu Goneratizations which philosophy termed 
nietL Gtoldsniith is an exception ; not »o Johnson ; the scene nf his 
Jiambler is little more EngllBh than that of hia Raiteta*. Bui if such 
was. in some degree, the case with England, It was, in thw lilghesi' 
Aegtee, the oasa with Scotland, In fact, our Seottisth literature Imd. 
tt that period, a very singular oapecl ; aneiB.m\Awi. «" ^>« »* ""a 
Aiiciffi oTcept jierJt9p^ at Uuneva, whore tUe &ttnui aiaAB ul luMSteni luf 



la cOQtmiie. For a long perk . ._ . . 

t hkd no literature -. at the (late when AddiHon and Stealf 1 
^^, writing their Spm^tora, our good Thniims Boalon wns writingijB 
miii the Doblflst intent, liul alike in deSaiice of grutumar and phut^ 
(iso|di7, tis FuiirfiM State of Man. Then came the bcIheitih i ' 
Saiioaei Church, and the fiercer Bchisms in our Bodj Politic : 

iogio inlc and Jacobite hlood, ^ith gall eDough in both cases, B( 

lu have blotted out the intrflect of the country ; liowever, it waa only 
pbecoied, not obliterated. Lord Kamea made neorty the Grsi attemjit, 
aai A tolerably clumsy one, at writing English ; and, ere long. Humi". 
BobertBon, Smith, and p whole host of followers, attrauted hither the 
ejee o( all Europe. And yet in this brilliant reauiicitation of our 
*' fervid genias," tliere was nothing truly Scottish, nothing' indige- 
noDS ; except, perliaps, tlie natural impetuoeity of intellect, which we 
nnnetimes clajm, and are sometimee upbraided with, as a charocter- 
iotic of oai nation. It is curious to remark that Scotland, so full of 
writers, hud no Soattiaii culture, nor Indoad any English ; ourculture 
ma almost exoluaively French. It was by studying Bocine and Vol- 
taire, Batteux and Boileau, that Kamee had trained liim!»Jf to be a 
«iUic and philosopher : it wes the hght of MonteBquieii and Mulily 
iliat^ided Itobertson in Iiis political sptxulations ; tjuranay's lamp 
thftt kindled the htmp of Adam Bmith. Hume was ti>i> rich a man lo 
■bonow ; and perha{is "he reacted on the Frencn more, than he was 
ikcted on by tliem : but neither had he aught to do with Scotland ; 
'Sdinbai^h, ryuaily with La FlScho, was but the lodging and lalKiro- 
tRij, in whicn he not bo much mcrally Uned, ns meta|uiyiidcally tn- 
mfit^/eitd. Never, jxirlukps, was tboru a class of writers so cteur ta\i 
W^-ocdered, yet ho totally dealitnle, to all appearuuce, of any patri 



1b of the period 



tee 



of any human sffecUon whatever, Tlie Frencli 
irere as unpatriotic ; but their general deficiency in 
. . , to say their avowed Bensnality and unbelirf In all 
I, strictly so caUed. render this accountable enough. Wti hope 
is a patriotism fbundeil on something better than prejudice ; 
our conntry may be dear to ne, without injury to oar philoimphy ; 
in loving and inaily pricing all other lands, we may prise jnally, 

yet love before all others, our own stern Motherland, and the 

4t^i«Bble Btroetnre of social and moral Life, which Mind haa through 
~ \g Bgon been building up for us there. Surely theru is nourish 
nl for the better part of man's heart in all this : surely the routa. 
It have lised themselves in the very core of man's being, mar be so 
Itivated as to grow up not into briers, but Into rooes. In thn field cif 
1 life I Our Sfcottieh sages have no Buoli propensities ; the field of 

jlr IJfo shows neither briers nor rosea ; but only a flat, oontinuous 

tilraBhiug'floor for Logic, whereon all questions, from Ibu " l.hictr' 
«f Bent " to the " Natural Hietory ol Re\lg\tra,* aiso v\\s»iii»\. 
wHh the sazne mechani al mpaTtiti.\ily \ 



tinuoos 
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denied that marh ot this twil Vh pafil, or rapidly pasntng swi^ ■] 
ohlof litcnuy men, vrlintever other faalls they may liave, no it^ 
live among ub lilie a French Colony, or aoiae knot of Propaf^iid^ 
in<mariea ; but Ukn natuTal-born Bubimts of the soil, pnrtakindl 
i^mpatliixing' in all our attachmetitB, tuimotB, and habits. Oar^ 
atnre no longer grows in water, but in mould, and with thelm 
viniiM of the Boil and climate. How much, of thia change n 
due to Burns, or to any other individual, it might be diffic^t tofl 
mato. Direct literary imilAtion of Bums was not to be looked S 
But his example, in the foarlesa adoption of domestic aubjects, <)! 
not but operate fruu afar ; nnd certainly in no heart did the loni 
country ever bom with a warmer glow than in tliat of BtmUT 
tide of Scottiah prejudice," as he modestly calls this deep and d 
ous feeling, "had been poured along his veins ; nnd 1 ' " 
would boil there till tlio flood-gates shut in eternal rest, 
to him as if Its could do so little for liia country, and yet v 
gladly have done all. One small province stood open for him n 
of Scottish Hong, uid how eagerly he entered on it ; how devoL 
he labored there 1 In his most tcrilsome ioumeyings, this ol^eot a 
quits him ; it is the little happy-Talley of his careworn heart 

gloom of his own afSiction, he eagerly searches after s 
rother of the muse, and rejoices to snatch one other nam 
oblivion that was covering it 1 These were early feelings, and % 
mbode with him to tlie end. 



..1 lilronelv iiravB mv brentt ; 

Tbst I, for poor anld ^collsnd'B Bake, 

ltomeiiiiefu;iliin or book could mike. 



And jspDred the a^boi dear. 



[But to leave the nwr« literary character of Bunic. which hM 
ready detained us too long-, we cannot but think that the lilf 
willed, and vaa fated to lead among his fellow-men, is both to 
t^ri-sting and instnictiTe than any of his written worksL 
Poems are but like Uttlo rhymed fmgmenis scattered hereandthjj 
the grand unrhymed Komance of hia earthly existence ; and it It 
when intercalated in thia at their proper places, that they attain 
f till measure of signilicanoe. And this too, aloa, was but a fragment t ■ 
The plan of a mighty edifice had been sketched ; some ccflumnB, 
porticops, firm masses of building, stand completed ; the rest more or' 
Jess clearly indicated ; with many a fiir-stretcliing tendency, wiiiok 
otiJj- stadiouB and friendly eyes can now tmca towards the "purposed 
tenaination. For the work is broken oft in ttiem\44\«, B.\nHw«._™ " 
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D 1 If choritabla judgment was luxeaaaiT' in rstimatlng hlS- 
id juFtioK requirtd chat tlie airo ftod tlie manifest poi 
list ofteu be Eiccepted for tlie fulfilment ; much more ui tins 
□ regard to his life, the Bum and result of all his ettdeavotH. 
where his ditScultiea came upuD ^li'" nut in detail onlj, but in masa ; 
Rndeamuch has been left unar wnplishDd, nay, was mistaken, and 
altogether marred. 

Pcoperly speaking, there is hut odb era in the life of Bi 
bbfit tae earliest. We have not youth and manhood ; but only jouth 
fcor, to the end, we discern no dociaive chauji^ in the complexion 
ida character ; ia liis thirtj-HeventU year, he is still, as it were, 
jrmth., (Vith all that resoluteness of judgment, that penetrating in- 
Vight, and singular maturitj of intellectual power, exhibited in his 
itrritings, he never attains to any clearness regarding himself ; to the 
last he never ascertains his peculiar aim, even with Buch distinctiiM* 
I Is common among ordinary men : and therefore never can purBoa 
with that ttiugleniiaa of will, which insures success ond some con- 
tentment to such men. To the last, he wavers between two pur- 
. glorying in hia tBlent, like a true poet, he jet cannot consent 

:e this his chief and sole glory, and to follow it as the one thing, 

needful, through poverty or riches, through good or evil tepor* '^ 
.AiyWher far meaner ambition bUU cleavm to him ; he moat dream 
fftpjggls about a certain " Rock of Independence ; " which, natt 
■ad-even admirable as it might be, was still but a waiting with 
trarid, on the comparatively insignificant groiind of lus being mon 
tbet complett'ly supplied with luonay than others ; of his standing 
kbigher or at a lower altitudo in gencTol estimation, than otheri>, 
1^ the world still appears to him, as to the young, in borrowed. i»l. 
~''B ; he expects from it what it cannot ^ve to any man ; ^eeka for 
nteotment, not within himself, in action and wlso effort, bat fniia 
Ithont, in the kindness of circuinstaoces, in love, friendship, honor, 
pecuniary ease. He would be happy, not aetii'ely and iu himself, 
[rat paaaively, and from some ideal ci)rn'.;^piB of En'iiynentii, not 
tamed by hia own labor, but sbowure<! on him by the beneficence of 
^^ "ny. Thus, like a young man, he cannot steady himself for aay 
or systematic pursuit, but swerves to and f o, between passionate 
and remorseful disappointment : ru<ihing onwards with a deep, 
■ ouff force, he sarmounW or breaks usunder many a barrier : 
nay, advances far. but advandng only undet uncertain 
ngljance, ia ever and anon turned from his path : and to the last, 
;<ii^ot reach the only true happiness of a man, thai of clear, decided 
Activity in the^phere for which by nature and clrcomstanues he has 
fltted and apjiointed. 

e do not say these things in (Msprrise of Bumg: nay, "jatta.^, 
they but interest ua the more in his lavoi, T\m'ti\ia»a\nft\a"iisi'\.^«w 
■-- tdebest; bat rather, it ia oltewlte Kroa.'usl.muiSa'CM'*-" 

' «f fcr-wtoWMjOtflB Aft \fc awMtoy^wwfc 
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[FE OF BURN is. 

Toaj lie reqnireii to devRlop it. A complex cnmiitiiin had I; 
signed liim frum williout, as cumtilcx a oinditiuD Icum * 
" pre-PstaUished harmony " etlaUw iKtwceo tLu i-lnj' stn\ o 
«nd tliB euipyroon bou] of Robert Burns; it v/tL-i r.m v. ■ . iV i 
fore, that the adjustiuent between thtm eUo"! 1 ' 
jmued, Mill 1i!h itrni limg cumbered, and lil!< eil'': ' 

■lid discordant an ecouoDiysa he hiul Iwen :•['; ' 

Bynm waa, at his death, but a jeer jnungerliuiii 1;m ii-. n, 

life, as it might huva appeared, far more simply aituiiti^l ; j 

too, we can truce no fiach aUjostment, no each moral nutnhmxl ; 1) 

nl beet, and only a littlo before his cad, the boginuiiig o' ' 

By much the moet striMng incident in Bnms'e Life is his juami^ 1 
to Edinburgh ; but perhaps a still more important one is Ills reaidenca 
at Irriaa, bo early as in hia tweaty-lliird year. Hitherto his !ife lui' 
btwn poor and tralworn ; bat olborwise not nngenial, and, with »11 it_ 
distresses, by no means mihapjiy. In his pareclusH, deducting out- 
ward drcnmatauces, lie hud evtry reason to reckon hiioselff"rtiui(iti - 
his tather was a man of thoaghlful, inti-nBe, earnest charactii', jls iI 
best of onr peaaauta are; valuing knowledge, poesesmug ^nu". xtii 
what is far better and rarer, open-minded for more; a hiihi iviili 
keen insight and devout heart ; reverent towards God, frinnllj' iiu'Ti 
fore at once, and foarless towards all that God has miulc ; in nr 
word, though but a hard-handiil peasant, a complete and fnliy i« 
folded Jfan. Such a father Is seldom found in any rank in soriuly^ 
and was worth descending far in society to eeek. Uiifortuuati<ly, hs 
was very poor ; had he been cvuu a littlo richer, alraoet ever so Uttle,, 
the whole might have issued far othorwiHi". Mighty events turn on & 
Btniw; the croHsing of a brook decides the conquest of tho world. 
Hud thia William Bums's Braall seven acres of narsety ground uoy. 
wise prospered, the boy Kobert had been sent to acbool : hml sti-iiir- 

?;lBd forwiud, as so many weaker men do, to eomo univor- 
orth not as a rustio wonder, but as a regular weU-traineil ■ 
wnrkiofiii, and chnngwJ the whole course of British Liteij. ; 
lay in him to have done this! But the nursery did not in ■ 
erty sank' h!3 whole family lielow thehelpof oven oari!. 
system : Bums remained a haitl-worlied ploughboy, and He 
alure took its own course. Nevertlieleaa, evt-u ia this nij:'. ■ 
there is much to nourish him. If he drudges, it ia with In 
and for hia father and mother, whom he lovea, and would i'; 
from want. Wisdom ia not Ittiniahed from their poor lii 
helm of natural feeling : the solemn words, I.et vs tari 
heard there from a "priest-like father;" if threatonings o 
men throw motlier and children into tears, these are tears m ' 
only, but of hollast nffeutlim ; every heart in that lianible g 
itself the ej'jserkmt to every other; iu tluat bMilwartniBOw^ k 
tpgetbcr, "a Uttla band of lirotliTott." NcUimi: ».- "■^ " 
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llie^e^ beouty tlmt thvellnln tluiti, tdcir ori/v portion. Light vi 
the heafta as it does llie eyes of all living ; iliere is a fiirae, too 
Qti» yootb tliBl eunbica htm lo tnunple on mlaf ortuue. ; nay, t 
'Oader his left tu make liiin apcirt. Fur a bold, warm, booyant Imn 
of dia^'BCtcr hufl been given him ; nnd bo the thick-comine b1 
evil are welccpmed with a gay, friendly irony, and in tueii 
pwssiire he ImUa no jot of iSart or hope. Vague yearninga of a 
Von fail not, as he grows up ; dreamy fanriea hang lihn cloud-citiea 
aroiind hi"' ; the curtain of Existence is alowly rising, in Tmujy-col- 
ired splendor and gloom ; and the aurora light of first love is gildl^ 
' ' ' ' "' ■ - jQQg jg Qj, jjjg path ; and so he waits 



rondlnji 



Ijis horizon, and the m 



Behind lilnpluuah, upon 

We know, from tlie best evidence, that up to this dats Burns was 
hapliy ; nuy. tliat ha was the gayest, brightest, most ftuitaslic, fajac)- 
niOiiig being to tie found in tiie world ; more so even tlian he evef 
Bfterwards appeared. But now at thia early age ha quits the patsr- 
-% «iof, ginH forth intu looser, loader, moto eselting society, and be. 
iBiCS initiated in tliouu dissipatioim, tliuHe vices, which a ceruun class 
if philoaopheis liave asserted to be a natural preparative for entering' 
n K'tive life : a. kind of mud-batk, m which the youth is, aa it wi^re, 
laoessitated to stuop, tind, we suppuae, cTeoBse himself, before the 
tui tfiga of Manhood can be laid on liim , We shall not dispata 
Bttoti with this class of philosophers ; wo hope they are miatakeu ; 
^Sin and Brfiuurae so easily beset us at sJl stages of life, and aro 
Tays such indifferent company, that it seems hard we should, at 
f stage, be forced and fctpu not only to meet, but to yield to theni ; 
I even serve for a terra in their leprona armada. We Lo]>e it is not 
Olsar We are, at all events, it cannot be the training one receive* 
1 this service, but onlyonr detennining to desert from it, that fiwL 
"It true manly Action. We become men, not after we have Iwn di»-'i| 
pated and disappointed in the chase of false pleasure, but after w 
a Ascertained, in any wa^, what impassable barrieia hem u ' 
_ iVgh thia life ; how mod it is to hope for contentment to our 
ts sool f mm the gift) of thia extremely finite world I that a 
~rt be sufficient for himself ; and that " for suffering and enduring. 
-Min,uo remedy but striving and doing." Manhood b^ina wheat™ 
^^ft in any way made truce with NcccBsity — begins, at ml eveuti^ 
*'"-^ — n have surrendered to Necessity, as the m<»t part only di 
as joyfully and hopefully only when wo have reconciled o 

. Keceasity, and thus, in reality, triamphed over it, and i „ 

ml In Ncccsaily we are free. Surely sncli Issamia sa Caa, \i«S:, 
rjtieh, in one shape or other, is the grand. \cBwni ioi w^ecj -oi™>^ 
PI, we Setter /earned from the lips ol iide'iout lOot'aet.'iD.'CQaw*'** 
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fore it will become c 



abenaUon, man; a bitter Lour and j 

It HeeniB to ua another circiiiuM^Liii , 

tory, that at this time too lie ln'i'aiiu' iiivolvi-'d in tlie teligii 
rela of liia diatrict ; that lie vvli.-j I'ljli-ti'd iuid U.-amcd, aa the iigl 
man of the New Light Pi-iisiLnuil, in thiir liii;h!y unprofitable 
fare. At tliH tables of these in..' niiiLili'il tltrgj', ho learned l 
more than, was iit^dful for Mm. Such Uberal ridicule of faHat 
awakened in ^m mind scruplua about Religion itself ; and a v 
world of Doubts, which it ceonired quite BDoiher set at coat 
than those men to esoreLao. We do not say that auch an intelli 
luB could have escaped ^milur doubts, at some period of his bitM 
or even that he could, at a latw period, have coma through the; 
together victoriuue und iinharm^ ; but it seems pecuUailf oiif 
nate that this time, above all others, should have been fised fo 
oncoonter. For now, with principles assailed by evil example 
Trithout, i>y "pasaions raging like demons" from within, heliad 
nocd uf skeptical misgivings ti> whisper treason in tho heat Q 
battle, or to cut oR his relrpat if he were already defeaMyi. Hh 
his feeling of innocence ; hia mind is at vnrionre with itself ; th 
divinity no longer presides there ; but wild Deairea and wild 

Eentanoe alternately oppress him. Ere long, too, ha has canun 
imaelf before the world ; his character for sohrirty, dear to a 
tish poasant, as few corrupted worldlings can even conceive, i 
Btroyed In the oyea of men ; and hia only rofuge eonaists in tryii 
disbelieve Ilia "guiltiness, and is but a refnge of lies. The Wai 
desperation now gatliers over him, broken only by the red lighB 
of remorse. The whole fabric of his life is bloated asunderl for 
not only his character, but his persona! liberty is to be lost ; mioi 
Fortune are leagued for his nurt ; " hungry Ruin has him ii 
wind." He sets ao escape but the saddest of all : eiile fron 
loved coontry, to ft country in every aenae ililioapitable and abho 
to him. While the "gloomy night is gathering fast, in m 
storm and solitude, as well as in physical, lie sings Ma wild £ui 



" Farrwell. my frtcndu, fnraivBll, tut Tobs I ^^H 

Ky wnca witii thi»p. m - love vllh tliose : ^^M 

Thatiin'tine lea™ my h«rt decloro ; ^^H 

JuUi:a, lo/DUlvBbnuksuC Ayrl" ■ ^| 

Light brnRks suddenly in on Mm inflwofta-, \i'iIl alUV a f alae ti 

torx light, and no real aiuiahine. He Is iiivt\*A \» ■EfioARH^ 

thiik»t witji ftntiif'ir^ti"^ Uewt i ia wekcaae^ nsua-^nsra^ 
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with uniTeTBftl MandiBliruetit and actlamatifn ; whatevar is wlae 
Wli^Tcr is greatest or loveliest IhtTP, frathBrs rcjiind liim, to gaae_ 
'Lia fiKP, to sliow Lim honor, sjrapntliy, affpi^tion. Banis's oppesroB 
fUBong Ilie naf^ and Hollies of ICdlnbiirgli must be regarded as o' 
of tlie must Bingnlar pheDomnna in modem Literature ; abnost II 
the mppenrance of some JJajwleon among the crowned sovoreigi 
iBtodera Politics. For it is nowise aa a "mockerj king," Sft tllur 
tftVDf, trauaieutlj, and for a purpoHe, that he will let himself i 
tntMed ; still less ie lie a mad Kienii, wlioee Rudden elevadou toma 
i)Ia too weak head ; but ha atauds t ere on Ilia own basis ; cool, un- 
iMtoniahed, holding hia equal rank from Nature her elf ; putting forth 
Jkudikim whic?)i there is not strength in him, as well as about him, h> 
Winfficale. Mr. Lockhart boa some foidble obsorvatiuua uu tuia 

^ ■' Jt needs no effort of imngination," aa.ys he, " to conceive what the 
ptawtiona of an isolated set of Echolars (almost all either cler^mea 
nE uofeHSors) must have been, in the presence of this big-boned, 
iHlat-browed, brawny atrangnr, with his greal flashing eyes, who. 
B^TJinjr forced his way among them from the ploii^b-tau, at a singla 
IpUe, manifested in the whole strain of, his besxing and conversii- 
Bro, a must thorough conviction that in the society of (heiunijt eui- 
■Ut men of his nation, he waa exactly where he was entitled to 
fj[i hiwdly deigned to flatter them by exhibiting even an oecusioinil 
Miptoa of bemg tinttered by their notice ; by turns calmly meiui- 
Bm himself against the most cultivated understandingii of Ida tima _ 
^^cusHiou ; overpowered the ban fnol» of the most celebrated coe^ 
Bpalleta by broai floods of merriment, impregnated with alt t 
fn^n^ life of genius ; astoooded bosonta habitually enveloped- 
H| thrice piled folds of aodal reserve, by compelling them to tre| 
^ h n ay, to tremble visibly — beneath the f earleas touch of natnl 
IWtoa ; and all this without indicating the smallest willingness l( 
|nb«d among those professional ministers of excitement who 
RiKent to be paid in money and smiles for doing what the Epectt 

Bd Buditont would be aehnmed of doing in their own persons, i 

BUie? had the power of doing it ; and last, and prolat'iy worst of 
H, voo was known to be in the habit of enlivening ancietias wliinh 
PMfwould have Boomed to approach, still more frequently tllan 
lUr own, with eloquence no less magoificont ; with wit in all like. 
^Md elill more daring ; aft«n enough ns the superiors whom 
italted without alarm might have guessed from the beginniap, 
£bl Me long, no occasion to goeas. with nit. pointed at themseh 
t_^iie fariUer w^ remove from this scene, tlie more singular wi 
t^H to us ; detail]* of the exterior aspect of it are already full of 
^Wt. Muat readers recolloot Mr. Walker's personal Interviews will 
Wins as ruiiong the liest paHsages ot liia SaTTMi^e ■, atwtv! -wSii 
«fao th!s reujiniaceuce of Sir Wallei a«>Ws. ftVigNA \'a.'34^ 
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' wTJtfs Sir Wiill^r. " I may truly an 

_ la a liwi of fifteen iu 178«-'7, when te ft 

inburgh, but liad sense und (eeliiig enough to be inncli 
.r__._. — __j 1.1 1 ^... jjjg world tc ' ' 



, wUli til 

I were aa 



ffitk tlie geutry of (Jie weat CQuntry, tte two aela th&t he n 
" ■ Mr. Thomas Oiiersoa was at tliut tiuia & d 
. . . He knew bums, and promised to ask him to h 
jj'dinner, but had no opportunity to iteep his word ; c . 
* t hnve Been more of thiii distinguiiiliml laan. Aa It w 
e day al ihe late venerable Professor FergoK* 
Sftoe aeveml gentlemen of literary reputation, among whom 1 
■bar the celebrated Mr, Dugald Slewart. Of course, we y" 
sat silent, looked and liiteued. The only thing I i 
which was Teniorkable in Bums's manner, wa3 the effect -p 
^^^^ogon liim by a print of Bunbury'a repreaenling a suldl^ lyi 
^■^K^ho Buow, his dog sitting iu luiHcry on one Hide — on tlie of 
^^^^HSow, with a child in her anas. These liuua u 



■ Cold on Canadian blUa. or lluldl^^'a plain. 
Perhaps Uiat molliHr wept licr aoldliir ataln: 
Boat o'er her babe, hinr ejc dteeolviHl In dew. 
The bla dropi niingliu^ wilh tbo milk ho drstf 
Gave tSe asd preeu^ of bla rutnie f ean, 
■Rie chnd. at mlaitc; bnptiacd In tears.' 



which it SI ,„ 

whose the lines were, and it chanced that nobody but myaelf r 

bered that they occur In a half- forgotten poem of LanKliome'a ndl^ 

■ '^eupromiaing title of " The Justice of Peace." 1 whispered i^ 

mation to a friend prraent, he mentioned it to Bnms. wlio M 

ed me with a look and a word, which, though of men civili^ 

n reoeiTed and still recollect with vi-ry great pleaanje. 

Jis pewon was strong and robust : his manners rustic, not clomp 

. ; a sort of dignified pidnness and simplicity, whi di received par! 

"la effect perhaps from one's knowledge of lite extraordinary tid' 

J. His featmes are represented in Mr. NaBmyth'a picture : hnttt 

lit conveys the idea that they are diminished, as if seeti in pgr) 

itive. 1 think hia countenance was more massive than it looka Itt 

of the portraits. I should have take the poet, had 1 not InioirtJ 

" ' i, for a very sagacloas oountry fanner of the old ScvtCiB 

none of your modem igricalturists wbo keep laborers tot 

drudgery, but the ilaiies gwUman who held hia own plooi^ 
was a attone expression uf spuae and shrewdness in all his llii#' 

r,- ebe ereaJone, I think, indicated the poetical ohiiracter aw* 

'mpframeat. ' It low Jarge, and of a darkcnat, wWr\i£\o«e4'L\«» 



7i^ jiaM 

yCher fjn ia k Immnn. head, thougli I haye eetm tlie most di»- I 
ad men of my time. Ilia conventation expressed perfectaeLf- I 
ce, without llie sligUtost presumption. Am-rog tlie men wh* I 
re ine most lenropil nf tlioir tiiite nud cmintiy, lie expressed h3m> M 
t witti perfect firmness, liiit without llie least iutrualTe forward- I 
_ . 9S ; and wlien lie diSered in opinion, lie did not hesitiLte to express J 
( finplf, Tet lit tho same time with modesty. I do not remember any '■ 
jikt « bis conTeraation. distinctly enough to ba quoted ; nor did I^ 
rrwseelilm again, except in the street, where he did not rocognize-i 
D^lta I ODuld not expect he sliould. He was much car^sed in Bdin- -jl 
niKh; but (considering what literary cmolumimts have been ^nca'^ 
lis 0^7) the efforts made for bis relief were extremely trifling. 

"1 remember, on this occasion I mention, I thougiit Baras's sc- 
{iM&tlanca with English poetry was rather limited ; and ^so, that 
^Wrtng twenty times the abiliiiei of Allan Ramsay and of Fereuaon, 
A talked of them with too much humilltj bb his models ; tliei« vaa 
liOabtlesB QBtiona.! predilection in bin estimate. 
"^ "iTlis is all I can tell you about Burns. I liave only to aad.-tll&t-i 
i dresH corresponded with his manner. He was iike a farttierj 
1 in his bi'st to dine with Ibo laird. I do not speak in malaiA~ 
1, when I say I never saw a. man in company with his snperi- 
B \a. station or information more perfectly free from eitlier the re- 
Rf or the atlfH^taUoii of cmliarroBsment. 1 was told, but did tiot 
■B it, that his address to females was extremely dofcrential, and 
s with a turn either to the pathetic or humorous, wliicli en- 
__ 3 their attentitm particularly. I have heard the late DiiehesB at ^ 
tocdon remark this. 1 do not know anything I con add tu Ibuae n 
j^diona ot forty yeats Bioce.'" 

'Sha conduct of Bums onder tliia dazzling blaze of favor ; tho 4 
S), nnaflected, manly wanner, ia wliicli he not only bore it but 1 
ImM^its value, has justly been rcKarded as the best proof that 
lid be givea of his real rigor and integrity of mind. A littln 
'«ral vanity, some touchta of hypocritical modesty, aonve glimnie. 
Bof affortiition, at least some fear of being thought affected, w 
W have pardoned in oimost any man ; but no eocli indication is 1 
IlLMd here. In his unexampled situation the young peasant ii J 
(ikinoment perplexed ; so maoy strange lights do not confuse hinij ■ 
^^^ot lead him astray. Nevertiieleas, "we cunnot but pereeive thatfl 
T|.^rtnter did hiin great and lusting injury. A somewhat t'leared 
'adgfl of men's off lirB, sonrcely of their characters, it did aSordf 
hut a sharper feeling of Fortune's HneqtiiU arraj: 
DciaL destiny it alao left witli him. He hud Been t ^ . 

la. In which tlia powerful are born to plav their porta ; ^ 
i^utd himself stooj in tlm luldm of it ; and he felt mom U««A^ ' 
^evc'r. that here he was but a looter-on, BnAVa4.im-^vl.<rt V'V"'?"- 
*»jp?e«rf/rf«Time. Prom this lime niealoaam6.\goiaA^«i^ "^ '**'v^ 
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could pervert, his priTRte contentment, and Ma fccllnga townrda till 
richer . fellows. It wis clear enough to Butua tbtttTie had talod 
eoinieU Xi> make u tnnuno, or a hundred fnriiines, eoutd lie licit Iiatt 
rifAMj willed this , it was clear also thai be willed soiuetliiDg fit, 
dmerent, and therefore could not make one. Unliappf it was that lii 
lutd not the power to ch'juse the one and reject the other , hut mutt 
halt forever hetwe^n two opinions, two objectH : uukklng hauipoNd' 
iidvBUCement towards cither. But so is it with many men ; wu "loMi 
for the mercluuidise, yet would faiu keep the przce ; " nod so stUiI 
chaffering with Fate iu veiatiuus olCercatioQ, till the Night coill% 
and our twr is oTcr I 

The Edinburgh learned of that period wore in general more noteo. 
for cIoarnoBs of head than for warniih of heart ; with the eicepttoip 
of the good old Blncklock, whose help was loo iueiFectnal, scaiuelj' 
one among them seems to hare looked at Bums with any true cynt* 
pathy, or indeed much otherwise than as at a highly curious thtngt. 
By the great also he is treated in the customary fashkni ; entertaiael 
at their tables, and dismissed : certnia modica of padding and praiaa 
are, from time to time, gladly exchanged for the fascination of bta 
presence ; which exchange once eSected, the l>argain is finished, and. 
each party goes his several way. At the end of this strange Beaatni, 
Bums gloomily sums up Ids gains and losses, andmeditaics on t& 
chaotic future. In money he is somewhat richer ; hi fame and lilt 
show of happiue.-^, infiailaly richer ; hut in the snbitance of It, M 
poor as erer. Nay, poorer, for his heart is now maddened still ntoM 
with the fever of mero worldly Amiiition ; and through long yeut 
the diseoao will rack lum with unprofitahla sufferings, and wuflkea 
his Btreuffth for nil true and nobler ajma. 

What Burns was next to do or avoid, how a taan so ci rcunastanoed 
was now to guide himuolf tewarda his true advantage, might at this 
pcdnt of time have been a qaestion for the wisest ; and tt was a (fuce- 
tion which he was left altogether to answer for himself, of IiJb 
learned or rich patrons it had cat struck any individual ti> turn a 
thougltt on this so trivial m tter. Without claiming for Burns tfaft 
praise of perfa^t sogiicity, we must say that lila Excise and Patnt 
echeme does not seem to nsavery unreasonable one; ond Ihitt'Wi 
should Ik a[C a loss, even now, to suggest one decidedly better. Boma 
of his admirers, indeed, are scandalised at his eVer Tesolving la 
ga-iffe ; and would have had him apparently lie stil! nl Ihc poo', 
till the spirit of Patronage aliould stir the waters, and iln n liiiii 
with one plunge aU his worldly sorrows I We fear t-nt'. : .. i 
iors knew but little of Burns; and did not consider th;d ' 

might in all cases be cheaplj had by waiting for the i's'. , ui 

golden dreaniB, wore .* not that In the luteiim the drir;ii!..] lj,-j=1 

die of hanger. It reflects credit on the manUue^ and uound svioM 

I of Bums, ebae he feit no early ou wVitl grcianA \ie vtaa auani'M, 

I Mad prehined aeU-heip on the humbleal. bcbIq lo 4opovLi!imtw» uA^ 



LITE OP BUBN3. 

igh. nithliope of fanaornsiilendidpGesiMliti 
_. «ibiHliHi were not rejecWd ia his scUerae ; lie mi^Lt eipect, i( ' 

t' <$%(aiet7d tbai he frnd luiy fnsud, to risa in no \aag period, into 
ometliiiig even like opulmice and leisure ; wliile again, if it cliaaced 
that lie had no friend, be oiuld still lire in Eecoritj^ ; and fur the 
It, he "did not intend to borrow honor from any profession." 
e think, then, that tiis plan wne honest and well , calculated ; 
mned on the execution of it, Dou!)tleBa it failed; jet not, we 
iev^ ffom any vice inherent in itaell'. Nay, after all, it was 
laOure of external means, but of internal, that overtook Bums. I 
3is vas no buukrupt^y of the purse, but of the soul; to Ills ]aatf 
S» he oncil no mnu anything. 

Meanwhile he begiua well, with two good and wlsb actiii 
hftiitlon io ills mother, munlScent from a man whoaa iotv 
l^lj been seven poands a year, was worthy of him, and 
3m. worthy. Generous also, and worthy of him, was liis t. . . 
if tlia woman whose life's welfare now depended on his pleosure, __ 
friendly observer mig:ht have hopeil serene days for him : his mind'3 
K OD tho true road to peace with itself : what cleami-sa lie Kill 1 
Ults will be j^ven as he pMceeds ■,0pT the btst te^wher of dutiee^^ 
At still lie dmi to us, is the Practice of those we see tuid have aiM 
in^ Had tlie " p.itrons of geuiua," who coald givo him nothing, V 
j^ iScen nothing from him, at least nothing more I — the wouadaotl 
Alieart would have healed, vul^r ambition would have diud away. I 
lU and Frugality would have been welcome, since Virtue dweli'ij 
tli them, and poetry would have shown throogh them aa of eld if 
J in her cipar ethereal llglit, which was his own by birtU-right, liaf 
it^t huve looked down on his earthly destiny, and all its obstrtio r 
Bins, not with patience only, but with love, 1 

^ut the patrons of genius wouU not have it so. PictnreBqua [ 
' '8,* all manner of fashionable danglers after literature, and, faf 
all manner of convival Maecenases, hoverud round hitn ia h' 
; and hiB good as well as his WBuk qualities sroured them ii 
^ence over iiim. He was flattered by t ,eir notice : and his war' 
icial nature made It impossible for him to shake them oH, and hold 
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1 hbn by abpJt, from which depended an nni — __ — — ^ .„ 

n^ — i> 2Jow, we rslbef Ihink, Uwbb not Bnma. For, to bbt notbiiiB ut Via 

1 — 'ijnlle lUbemlao waluh-cout with the ha(v,-wV.i itre.-wa'iB 

-> flfehlflnd Ijondsword " ilepanittnc lTOtoli«o.l "liow « 

s DO iFord ot parish constabloB tm ttie ouuoqIh W> ««' 

•■- ■— ' '-'- -wn midm. or fiiat nt a»\"" 

c tor aiMiui&aa, eWi^^ 



on his way apart from tliem. Tliase men, as we believe, i 

priJiimHtc^ly tlie mtukns iif his ruin. Hat that lliej mt-ont hiili ailjl 
tUcy only mount themntelvts a IJitle guoil ; if he Buffered horn 
At'wt look 1(1 it ! But they wasted hia preciooa time snd his prM 
talent ; they diatiu'liL'd hia composure, bcnke down his retiH 
Jbaliita of temperunce nnd ossitluooa conWntied exertion. ThelC ■ 
perinK ^*t>s buiernl to him ; tlieir cruelty, wliich soon foUowedS 
equally baneful. The old grudge ng^oMt iTertDiie's inequality &■ 
nill) new bitterness in tlieir uel|;hburliood, and Bums lutd no k9 
hut to the" Hock of Indtrpeudt'iict'," which isbataii ulr-caatle, aftd 
that loolia well at a distance, but will screen no one from i«al fl 
and ni-^L Flushed with irregular escitemeot, exasperated alteoiM 
by contempt of others and contempt of himself. Burns wna 
longer regaining' liis peace of mind, but fast losing it forevi^c Then 
was a liollowness at the heart of his life, for his conscience did aot 
I now approve what Ite was doing. 

Amid tlio vapors of unwise enjoyment, of bootless r 

augry discontent with Fate, his true loadstar, a life of Poetry^ wltli~ 

Poverty, nay, with Famine if it must Iw so, whb to<i often altogelbt* 

hidden from his oytsa. And yet he Bailed a sea, where, without wow 

; Huuh guide, there was no right steering. Mefeora of French PoliticH 

rise before Uim, but these were not Aw stars. An actadent this, whjcb 

hastened, but did not ori^nate, his worst distresses. In the mod 

contenlions of that time, ha cmaos In coliimon with certain ofltcial 

Superiors ; is wounded by them ; crueUy lacerated, we should nnj, 

' could a dead mediauical implement, in any esse, be called cruel : and 

' shrinks, In indignant pain, into deeper self -seclusion, into gloomini 

moodiness than ever. His life has now lost its unity : it is a life erf 

> fragments ; led with little aim, beyond the aielancholy one of 6ecii>- 

I Ing its own continuance — In fits of wild false joy, when such oRernS, 

and of black despondency when they passed away. His characttf' 

before tlio world begins to suffer ; caJumny is busy with him ; for d- 

' roisemble man mokes more enemies than friends. Some faults ia 

liaa fallen into, luid a thousand misfortunes ; but deep criminolitjj to 

what he stands accused of. and they that are not without gin castthB 

I first stone at him t For ia he not a well-wisher of the French Uevo- 

Intion. a Jacobin, and therefore in that one act guilty of &1>? Tbeia 

accusations, political and moral, it has since appeared, were fnltH 

enoueh ; but the world hesitatsl little to credit them. N»y, liis con- ' 

viviat MiBoenosea themselves were not the lost to do it. Tl - ' 

son to believe that, in hia later years, the Dumfries ArK 
partly withdrawn themselves from Bums, asfpomatmi 
no longer worthy of their acquaintunce. Tliat paiiit'u 
tiuucid, in all provincial cities, behind the outmost b>< 
t Gentiliy, there to slund siege and du battle agoitiat the inti iisiou of 
I GToeerdam nud C/maiertlom, had uctunlVy aueiv 'WsViimoT m 'i\ie hidi^ | 
ti^-ifusvuf, and biandcd him witli tlleir veto ■,, \wA, oa v-b ■i«.\6,M\-j ra^t , 



him ! Wb find one pnasnge in this work of Mr, Lockhart'a, 
jdi will not out nf our tbouglitB : 

A geDtteman of that coantry, whose name I linve nlreadj mo-« 
B oiioe hnd ocraision tn refer to, has often told me that ha woe sel- 
I more grieved than when, ridmg into Dninfries one fine srjuiner 
aing about this liine to nttend u coantry bull, he saw Biima walb- 
tdone, on the shady side of the principal scroet of the Uivii. whllii 
opporate side was gay with Baccensive .groups of gentlsTOen and 
e&, all drawn together for the festiviliee of the night, not one of 
yta Bp|ieon>d willing to recogai^e him. The horseman dismminted, 
. joined Bums, who, on his proposing to croaa the street, silid : 
ly, nay, my youo^ frieiid, that's all over now ;' andtjuoted, after 
inse, some veraes of Lady Griaiel Bailiie's pathetic buUad : 

niE bonnet ctDoaBnce fn' Mt on bia brow, 

His iDld sue Inokrd belter thua uiuuv lue'a new ; 

»Bnt uow he IbIb" t wear ony way it vrill liin_p. 
We<nidti«BbeFn'ralloplnedowii on yon groan. 
And ItntdDEit ow»r tbo liTj-wblta lea I 
Ami tnmna my lieart UgAi I viad dU.' 

fM little in Bums's character to lot his feelings on certain suhjeeta 
hp«in this fashion. He, immediately after reciting these verses, 
lined the sprightliness of his most pleasing manner ; and, taking 
yoang frii-nd home with him, entertained him very agreeably till 
hour of the ball -arrived." 

.laa 1 when we think tha,t Bums now sleeps " where titter indig- 
.on can no longer lacerate his heart,"* and that moat of these fair 
les and frizzled gentlemen already lie at his eid^, where the brnast- 
■kof gentility is qu-ite thrown down— who wouid not sigh over 
Ihin delualona and foolish toys that divide heart from hc&rt, and 
[D man unmerciful to his brother? 

I was not now to be hoped that the genius of Bnms would ev^er 
jh malarity, nor accomplish flugl.t worthy of ItSflf. His aplrit 
( Jarred in its melody ; not the sofi brc*lh of BBtuntl feeling, hut 
rude hnnd of Fate, was now eweejnng over the strings. Andyet 
it hnrmouy was in him, what music even in his discords I Sow 
wild tones had a charm for the Eimplest and the wisest : and all 
1 felt ajid knew that here alsi) was one of the (iiftcd ! " If ho en- 
id an inn at midnight, afWr all the inmates were in bed, the news 
lia ariirnl circulated from the cellar to the garret ; and ere ten 
.otes had elapsed, t.ho luidlord and all his gnesls were asBem- 
1 1 " Some brief; purp tnomcnts of poetic life were yet appointed 
I, in the romposition of his Songs. Wo ran nnderntnnd im-s \>& 
tpetl nt lUli lunployment, and hiiw, \m, \v' nyavna^ a-t b& 'tfa « 
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reward for it but what tbd lahor itself bronght Mm. For ttbaoulot 
Ujms. Iliough scnthed nud marred, was jut liviu); in its full inoi^ 
S,rengtli, thougli sbarplj- coiiaeioUB of its errure and abasement : nod , 
here, in his dsetitutioa and degradation, was one act of oBeratag 
nobleness and self-devotednesB left even for him to porform. He felC 
tiw, thai with all the " tUouglilfWf follies " that had "laid him low," 
the world was unjust and cruel to him : and he Gileutl]' appealed it- 
another and calmer tima. Not as a hired soldier, bat as a patrirt, 
w.iuld he Btrive for the glory of his country ; bo he cast from liim th« 
poor sinpence a-day, and served zealous!; as a volunteer. Let U3 nM 
grudge htm this last luxury of hia existencH ; let him not havo ap- 
liealed to us in vain 1 The money was not necessary to him ; he 
struggled throngh mthout it ; long since, these guJueas would hava 
been gone, and now the high-mindednos^jf refuamg them will plead 
for him in all hearts for ever. 

We are here arrived at the crisis of Burns's life ; for matters had | 
now ta^im surh a shape with him as could not long continue. If inv- ] 
provemeiit was not to be looked for, Nature could only for a llmilBd • 
time maintain this daJ*k. and maddening warfare against the wmid. 
and itself. We are not medically informed whether any continuftsOB 
of years i^as, at this period, probable for Bums ; whether his deatk 
is to be looknl on as in some sense an accidental event, or only ae the 
natural consequence of the long series of events that bad preceded. 
The latter seems to ije the likelier opinion, and yet it is bynomeani 
n cerluin ntie. At all events, as we have said. »wi« change could not 
bo very distant. Tliree gales of dolivoraaioo, it seems to us, were 
open fur Bums ; clear poetical activity, madnes^ or death, l^ha 
first, with longer life, was still possible, though not probable ; for' 

EliyBicul caoses were b^inning bi be onncerned in it : and yet Bumv 
ad au iron resolution ; could he but have seen and felt that not only 
his Uitflirst glory, but his first duty, and the true medicine for ajlhta 
woes, Tiiy here. The second was still less probable ; for his mind was . 
ever among the dearest and firmest. So the milder third gate wax 1 
opeoed for him : and he passed, not softly, yet speedily, into that 
still country where the hail-storms and fire-showers do not reach, 
and the heaviest-laden wayfarer at length lays down his load I 

Ceutemplating this sad end of Bums, and how he sank uniwdod 1^ • 
any real help. unche«red by any wise sympathy, generous minds have 
sometimes figured to themselves, with a repnmchful sorrow, that 
much might have been done for him ; that by cuunHcl. true affection, 
and friendly ministrations, Ite might have been savid to himself and 
the world. We question whether tliore is not more tenderness of 
heart than sonndnees of Judgment In these suggestions. It seetiiB 
dubious to US whether the richest, wise,sl. most benevolent individual, 
taa/d hare lent Burns any cifectual help, (.'eiinsel. which seldqm 
JtmStti any r.ne. lie did not tuwd ? in hia a\ii\«T»XaitA\nKi ^'^ l"*^"" "*»» 
fight from the vrroag, aa well perhaps ae auj Hum av«i 45&-, ^wAtt- 



penoaBiDit which would liaTi^ aviuled him lies not bo much in the 
bend us in tho heurt, wFiere no argument or pxpoEtulation could liava 
MSisteil muoli lo im|ilimt ii. As to money again, wo do not reoliy be- 
li«ve that tliia was hie esspntiol want ; or well see how anj priTBtr 
mail oould, eveu preaupposing Burns'B consent, have bestowed on him 
on Independent fortane. with muDh prospect of deeisiTe advantagn. 
It ia amortifving truth, that two men in on^ rank of society could 
liMtlly be found virtuous enough to give money, and to take it, as a 
iieceaaary gift, without injury to the moral eatirenesa of one or both. 
But BO atanda the fact : frieodahlp, in the old heroic sewe of tliat 
term, no jonger esists, escept in the cases of kindred or other ledtil 
lalflnU; ; it is ia reality no longer expected, or recognised as a vlitue 
■anoBg men, A clime observer of manners lins pronounced " Patron' 
age," that is. pecuniury or other eiKinomic furtherance, to be " twice 
inuaed ;" cnrainK' bim that gives and him that takes ! And thne, iu 
nigard to ontward miittera also, it hiu liecome the nilf^. ts in reffard 
lA-iaiYard tt always wus and most be the rule, that no one shall look 
Sat elTeutual help to another ; but that each shall rest contented with 
trfaaibheip he can afford hiuiielt. Such, wb Bsy, is the principle of 
modem Honor ; DBturaJly enough growing out of that sentiment of 
Plids which we inculcate and encourage as the baaia of our whole 
Bodal morality. Many a poet ban been poorer than Bums ; ' ' - 

OBo WBB ever ] ' ' 

pfec&utiona, e 

encumbered, more llian actually ai 

Still less, therefore, are we diaposed to join with another class of 
.Puma's admirers, who accuse the higher ranks among us of having 
mined Buma by their selfish neglect of him. We have already 
stated our doubts whether direct pecuniary help, had it been offered, 
would have i>eon accrpted, or could have proved very offectunl. We 
eliall readily admit, however, that much was to be dene for Bums ; 
that many a poisoned arrow might have been warded from hia bosom ; 
inauy an entanglement io his path cut asunder by the hand of the 
powerful : and light and heat abed on him from hirh places would have 
made his humble atmosphere more genial, and the softest heart thr~ 
bt«athing might have lived and died with some fewer pangs. ii\ 
we shall grant further — and for Bums it ia granting much — that wll 
ftll his pride, he would have thanked, even w^th exaggerated gia' 
tnde, any one who had cordially befriended him : patronage, unli _ 
ttaw cursed, needed not to have been twice so. At oil aventa, lllj 
pnor promotion he desired In his colling might have been grsnted : it 
WDB Ilia own acheme, therefore likelier than any other to be of «er- 
rtfie. All Ihia it might have been a iuxuiy — nay, it was n duty — tor 
our nobility to have done. No part of all this, however, did any of 



them do ; or apparently attempt, or wis i to do ; bo mucli is granted 
aif^Bt them. But what, then, ia the ftmmioi at X-Wit WvLTCat. ^a»^ 
pfy- that Ibey were men of the world, Kud wrfilifiii^ ftiss-^riniOL^'Si* 
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Hncb men ; that (bey treated Burns aa either nohles and o 
mooers hnd done otlier }ioetfl — ne the English did SbaJape 
King CUoriuB and Ida cavaliitrB did Butler, as King Philip s 
giaude<)s did Cervantes, Dr> laea gather grapes of thomsi a. 
we cut down our thoma for yielding only a Jeiicf, and haws 1 
Indeed, could the "nobility and gentry of his native land" ' ' 
an^ hsip to tliia " Bcottish Batd, proud of his name and ci 
Weie the nolnlity and Keotry ao mudi as able rightly to help tl 
aelTes ? Had they not their game to preserve, their Ixiroogli ii"^ 
to strengthen — dinners, therefore, of various kinds to eat and 
Ware their means more than adequate to all this bueioess, o 
than adequate f Less than adequate in general : few of them In 
ily were richer tlian Bums ; many of theui were poorer, for 
times they had to wring their supplies, as with thumbscmra, I 
the hard hand, and, in their need ut guineaB, to forget their d 
meroy, wiiich Burns waa never reduced to do. Let us pity ar 
give them. The game they preserved and shot, the dinners tii 
and gBTe, tlio borough interests they strengthened, the liUle B - 
they severally builded by tlie glorv of their might, are all n» 
melting back into the primeval f.laos, as man's merely set 

deavors ore fated to do : and here waa on action extending, in , 

of its worldly infiuence. we may aay, through oil time ; in virtue i) 
ita moral nnture, beyond all time, Iwing immortal as the Spirit or 
Goodness itself : tide acUon was offered them to do, and light was 
not given them to do it. Let us pity and forgive them. But, better 
than pity, lot us go and rfo HtAerwm. Human Buffering did not ^id 
with the life of Bums ; neither was the aolemn miuidat«, " Love one 
another, benr one another's burdens," given to the rich only, hot to 
all men. True, we sliall iiud no Biims to relieve, t) assuage by onr 
aid or our pity ; but celeetitil nature', groaning under th^ fardule of 
B weary life, we sliall atill find ; and that wi'etchednBSK which F^to 
has rendered tmdeM and tmtekds Is not the least wretched, but tjie 

Still we do not think that the blame of Burna'a failure liea chiefly 
with the world. The world, it seems to us, treated him with more^ 
rather ilian with less, kindness than it usually ithnwa to xuch men. 
It has ever, we fear, shown but small favor to its Teachers ; hangar 
and nakedness, perils and reviling, the prison, the orosa, the poison 
chalit», have, in most times and countries, been the market-plocu it 
has offered for Wisdom, the weloome with which it has greeted those 
trho have oome to enlighten and purify it. Homer and Socrates and 
the Christian Apostles belong to old days ; but the worid's Martrr- 
ology was not completed vrilll these. Rigger Bacon and QalLlt« lau- 
gulsh in priestly dungeons. Taseo pines in the cell of a mud-Uouse, 
Cainoens dies bogging on tUo streets of Lislmn, So neglected, so 
■' MrBecuted they the Prophets," not in Jiidea only, bn' in all pliicea 
irifre mea Jtare been. Wo reckon that every yxA lA ^«iu^a qt&si 



U 



tillS W fiUfiSS, 47 

a pTOpliet and t««cIior to hie ago ; tliat lia han no 
eKpect gi'sat kindness inrni it, liut rallitir is bimnd 
■gtKai kiiidntsa; tiiat Burns, in purticular, exporleuocd fully 
V proportion of the wnrld's goodness : and that the blame of 
re, as WB have anid, lies not chiefly witli the world. 
% ilten, does it liet We are ftrced to answer: Wltli bim- 
B his inward, not his outward misfortunes, that bring him to 
, .,-JpSoat. Beldoin, indeed, is it otliernise ; seldom, is a lifs uorat!3r 
meeked but the grand cause lict) In some internal mal -arrangement, 
soma wuni less of good fortune than of good guidance. Natura 
fadajon-i no creature without implanting in it the HtreugtU needful 
tat lis aciaoD and duration ; least of all does she so neglect her mas- 
terpiece and darling, the poetic soul, Neither can we believe tliat it 
fa in the power of any cxterniil eircuinetaacea utterly to ruia IL- 
mind of u man ; nay, if propur wisdom be given him. even bu niuuu 
U ta affect its eaaential health and 1)eauty; The sternest Baiu*totai 
of all worldly miafurtuncs Is Death ; nothing inor« ran lie in the cup 
of human woe ; jei mnuy men, in all ages, have triumphed over 
Seath, and led it captive, converting its physical victory into a mora! 
rtistory for themselvea, into a seal ajij Immortal conseoration for &li 
tltat their past life had uchieved. What has been done may be d{ 
t^fgXa ; nay, it is but the degree and not the kind of such hen ' 
Uiat differa in different seasons ; for without some portion of 
BpJrit, not of boisterous daring, but of silent tearlesaneHB, of ' 
denial, in all Ita fnnns, no good man, In any scene or time, haa 
•.ttained to be good. 

We have already staled the error of Bams, and mourned over it 
rather than blainixl it. It waa the want of unity in his purposes, of 
consistency in his aims ; the hapless attempt to mingle In friendly 
union the common spirit of the world with tUe spirit of poel.ry, which 
is of n («r different and altogether irreconcilable nature. Burns ww 
nothing wholly, and Bums could be nothing ; no man Fonned Ks lie 
was can be anything by halves. The heart, not of a mere hot- 
Ittitoded, popular verse-monger, or poetical ReHauratfvr, but oif b 
' true Poet and Singer, worthy of the old religions heroic times, had 
iJeen given hira : and he fell in an agp, not of hero sra and rrligllin, 
'■■■-, of skepticism, aelfishnesa, aiid triviality, when true Noblejiesa 
i little midetatnod, and its place supplied by a hollow, dissocial, 
iiltiM!c»her barren and unfruitful principle of Pride. The influences 
of tJiat age, his open, hind, au^'cepiibie nature, to say nothing of hla 
highly untoward situation, iiada it more than usunllr difficult fbi 
liiiu to repel or r^iat; -he better spirit that was within him ever 
ttemly deniaiideii its rlghti, ite supremacy ; he S|>enl his lite in en- 
deavoring to reconcile taee<: Cwo, and lost it, as he muat have loet U, 
without reconciling them heiw. 
Bums wna bom poor; and b<itii also to conlinttB^owi.tm^sfeiii 
<t BuUeavof %c \m otlierwiac , tliiait liaA '\w*ix'«Oi. ■»a^>ia'' 
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once for all tdmitted and cnnsidered as finally settled. He « 
truly ; but huudreds eveu of his own class and order of iiiin_ 
been poorer, yet have suSfired nothing deadly from it ; nay, h 
fether luid a far sorer battle with ungrateful ripstiny thaii 1 ' 
Bsd he did not yield to it, bat died courageously warrinc, sn 
moral intents prevailing, afjiaiust it. Tme, Burns Lad. Uttle n 
liAd even little time for poetry, his only real porauit sad voa 
but so mucli the more precioos was what little lie liad. In al' 
external respects liis ('a£e was luird. hut very f&r from the h 
Poverty, incesnant drndgery, «nd much worse evila, it himofte 
the lot of poel« and wise men to str.ve with, and th^r glory t( 

quer. Iiocke was 1 aniehed as a traitor, and wrote his £ 

Hwiutn Un^rttanding sheltering himself in a Dutch gi 
Hliton rich, or at his ease, when he composed Paritditi Xouf J 
only low, hut fallen from a height ; not only poor, hut ImpOTeric 
in darknesft and with dangers uompasaed ronnd. he eaag his !i 
tai song, and found fit audience, though few. Did not C — 
finish his work a maimed eoldicr and in prison ? Nay, nai 
ArauatM: wiiich Spain acknowledges as its Epic, writtim i 
even the aid of paper — on scraps of leathor, as thd Ittout ^Ilte 
Toyager snatched any moment from that wild warfare ? 

And what then had these men which Bnma wanted? Two tl 
both which, it seema to us, are indispensable fur anch men. 
had a tme, reli^ons principle of morals ; and a single not a ' 
aim in their activity. They were not self-seekers and selt-w . . 
pers ; but seekers and worshippots of something tar betUrrtban j 
Not personal enjoyment was their object ; but a high, heroic ii' 
Heligion, of Patriotism, of heavenly Wisdom, in one or th« 
form, ever hovered before them ; in which ranse. they nritherftV, 
from suSering, nor called on the earth lo witness it as something 1 
derful ; hut patiently endured, counting it blessedne 

epend and be spent. Thus the " g<ilden (mJ( of Self-love," 

curiously carved, was not their Deity ; but the Invisible ficM 
which alone is man's reasonable service. This feeling was aa ■ 
tial foontaiu, whose streams refreshed into gladness and beanly^ 
provinoee of their otherwiae too desolate existence. In a word^ 
willed one thing, to which all other things were Bubordjniate< 
mad^ subservient : and therefore they accomplished it. T' 
will rend rocks ; hut ita edge must be sharp and single ; if 
ble, the wedge is bruised in pieoea and will rejid nothing. 

Part of this superiority Uie«e men owed to their age ; 
heroism and di>vuCf<dneiis were atill practised, or at lenst m 
uelieved in ; but much of it likewise they owed to Ihe-mselves. 
ijuma agHin it was different. His morality, in moet of il 
pninlB. is tiiat of a mere worldly man ; enjoyment, in a 
coarser shape, is the ooly thing lie longs and strives for. 

' w Iihn above this ; but aa utetiiuA <a^^ , 1 
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J only for momenta. He lias no llHligion ; in the shallow il 
~ [B Jiia daj^ were casC, K<^ligion was not diacrimluated from t| 
ind Old lAeht farms of Rdiglon : ami was, with iheae, b 
solete in the minda of men. Mis hwirt, indeed, is alive v 
tQff adorntion, but there ia no liiiuple in his uDderatanilid 
■— ■□ darkness and in the shadow of doubt. Win reUgi«ii,' 
L aiixioua wiKh ; like that of Kabclsis, " s ^eut F^rha^ 
„ Ib loved Poetry warmly, and in his heart ; could he bat have to J 
it purely, and with his whole undivided heart, it had been well. 
Poetry, as Uarns ccmld have ftillowed it, ia but another form of "V 
dom, of Ketigion ; is itself Wisdom and Relieion. But this also w 
denied him. His poetry is a stray, vagrant g:Wm 
extinguished within him, jut rises not to.be tUe ti 
but is oft^n a wildRre that misleads him. It was 
Bums to be rich, to be or to seem ' ' independent ; " 
sary tor him to be at one with his own heart ; to place whut was 
Ugheat in his nature, highest also in his life ; " to seek within Mm- 
aeit for that consistency and sequence which external events wonld 
for ever refuse him." He was bnm a poet ; poetry was the celestial 
element of his being, and should have been the eouI of his whcde en- 
draivDra, Lifted into that si^rene ether, whitlier he had wings ^vea 
him to mount, he would have needed no other elevation : Poverty, 
neglect, and all evil, save the desecration of himself and his Art, 
wore a small matler to him : thit pride and tlie passions of the world 
lay for beneath his feet ; and he looked down alike on noble and slave, 
an prince and beggar, and all that wore the stamp of man, with rlear 
jooognition, with brotherly affection, with sympathy, with pity. Nay, 
we question whether for his culture as a Poet, poverty, and much suf- 
fering tor a sensou, were not absolutely advantageous, Hreat men, in 
Jooking back over their lives, have testified to tliat e^ect. " I would 
not for much." says Jean Paul, " that I had been bom richer," Aod 
yet Paul's birth was [wor enough ; tor in another place he adds : 
" The prisoner's allowance is bread and water ; and 1 had often only 
' the latter." But the gold that is refined ia the hottest furnace comes 
out the purest ; or, as he has himself expressed it, "the canary bird 
man* sweeter the longer it has been trained in a darkened cage." 
' ' ke Burns might have divided his hours between poetry 

;s indUBtry ; industry which all true feeling sanctions, nay, 

prescribes, and which has a beauty, for that cause, beyond the jiomp 
of thronee ; but to divide his hours between poetry and rich men's 
bwiQuets, was an Ul-starred and inauspicious attempt. How could he 
be HI ease at such banquets? What had he to do there, mingling Ilia 
niusiu with the coarse roar of altogether cartliiy voices, ond brighten- 
ing the tliick smoke of intosication with fire lent him from heaven t 
Was it his aim to enjoi/ life 1 To-morrow he must go drudge oe an. 
Exi'iwnnanl We wonder not that Bums \)eMu;tic Tuooi-Y .viSsspi'i.'^^ 
^od Mt times nn offender against certain iu\eB oi sowA-j % '^™*- ■"»»•" 
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thitt he did not grow atterlv frantic, and run rt-mvck Bgninsttfaq 
How coulil a man, so falselj placed, hj his own or atlitns' QUtiM 
know cout.-ntmBDt or peaceable diligHncij fur an honr^ What H 
uiidpr Kucli perverse gnJdanco, and what he forbore to do, alScei^ 
with aHtonislimeat at the natural streugth and worth of llistiln4 

Doubtless there whs a remedy tin this pi'tversieness : biita 
■l.hers. only in himself ; least of all in simple increaseof weata 
worl>i!y " respeetailility." We hope we have now betoi gd 
about vlie cfflcaoy of waalth for poetry, «md to make poCM bl 
Naj, have we not seen another instance of It in theso veff 'dj 
Byion, a man of endowment considerably less ethereal than iM 
IJumH, is bom in the rank not of a Scottish ploughtoan, bnt fl 
English peer : the highest worldly honors, the fairest woildl/ c4 
are his l^ inheritance : the richeat liarviist of fame he sooQ nan 
, another province, by his own hand. And what does all thin 
him I la he happy, is he good, is he troe? Alas, he has s aj 
soul, and strives towards the Infinite and tho Bternsi : and w)6o3 
that fill this is bat monnting to the house-top \a reach the tAars I I 
Bums, he is only a proud man ; might like liim have " purcIiM 
pockrt-copy of Milton to study the character of Satan ; " lof I 
also is Byron's grand esemplar, the hero of his poetry and th«il 
appareutty of lus conduct. As in Bumsi's oase, too, the cdnUd 
ment will not mingle with the clay of earth ; both poet and in 
the world he must not lie ; vnlgar Ambition will not lire Idndhtj 
poetic Adoration ; he raanot serve Qod and Mammon. Byroin 
Bums, is not liappy ; nay, he is the most wretched of b]1 mesri 
life is falsely arranged : the fire that is in him is not a sttoiu^J 
central Bre, warming into beauty the products of a world r DSO 
the mad fire of a volcano ; and now— we look Hndly into the afid 
a rrator, which ere long will fill itself with anow ! J 

Byron and Bums were sent forth as missionaries to fiint gn 
tion, to teach it a higher doctrine, a purer trutli : they had mium 
tideUver, which ]e» them no rent till it was accomplished; M 
throes of pain, this divine behest lay smouldering within thttnj 
they kni.'W not what it meant, and felt tt only is tnysletioos taUM 
tion, and they had to die without artioolately nttering it. TbvM 
In the camp of the Unconverted. Yet not as high messengers of ■ 
>us though benignant truth, but as soft flattering eingers, am 
plcttSMit fellowahip, will they live there ; they are fcst adolBtedJ 
persecuted ; they accomplish little for others ; tliey Gnd nil peail 
themselves, but only death and the peace of the erave. We con 
it is not without a certain raournfal awe that we view tho fate of J 
noble souls, so richly gifted, yet ruined to so little purpme wid 
their gifts. It sGoms to us there is a stem moral taught in tUa ] 
of hSstoryr—liBke tolA us in our own time! Surely to men on 
geaias, if there be amy such, it caTr\eg w\lh.it,a\e»a<ra(A &i^\\^ 
^y BigmSixaoE, Surely it would hecome bujAiuwimi, litni^fl 
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of nil enfetprisea, that of fceing the Poet of his Age^-fl 
well wliat it ia that lie ii.tlciilpts,-aQd in what spirit he J 
>r ihu words of Milton avu .ibub iii ail times, and wM 
never trurer thnn in this : " He who jbt'ouIij. write heroic ■ 
must make his whole lifu a. heroic poein," " ' ,-, 

If he iHiunot first so nialto his life, llien let lUin liaaten from t 
Brpna : for neither its lofty glories nor its feorf wl perils are for him, -1 
I*t him dwiudie into a modish liullBdinonger:"ltt.ilini w(irslai|i an J 
l)c-sing the idnla of the time, and the time will ^ot, fail to reward 
him — if, iudewl, he can endure to live in that aipacitv ! iBjron and 
Burns could nut live as idol-prieatH, but the Rre of tlieir ovt 
consuiued tbem ; and better it was for thetn that tliej ca'i 
For it is not in the favor of the great or of the small, but ipi. 
truth, aiid Id tlie tnexjiugnabie citadel of his own soul, tliat » B^r. 
or ft Bnros's Htreogth most lie. Let the great stand aloof (rem il 

OT know how to reverence hi in. BeBiltifnl is the unirai of wra]^ 

■Willi favor and furtherance for literature, like the costlieat flnqov - 
jnt enclosing the lovliest amamnth. Yet let not the relation be mis-*" 
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■tnkwi. A true poet is not one wliom thev can hire by n 
'tery lo iw n minister of llielr plcBaures, their writer of occBsional ver- 
SM, their parVRjor of table-wit ; be cannot be their menial, he mnnot 
BV«ll. be tlieir partisan. At the x>eril of both pattii'S, let no siieh 
nplon be attumptod 1 Will a Coarser of the San work eoftlj in the 
llMijesBof a Dray-horse? Hta hoofs are of fire, and hie path is 
Ihroiuii tlie heavens, bringing light to nil lands ; will he lambi^r on 
AUd highways, dragging ale for earthly appetites, from door to door ? 
^Ut we must stop short in these considerations, which would lead 
'U (q boundless len^Iis. We had somelhing to say on the public 
i|»MI character of Bums ; but this also we mnHt forbear. Wo are 
■m|ma regarding hiui oa guilty before the world, as guiltier tlinn 
^^Hyragn ; nny, from donbting that lie is less guilty than one of ti'ii 
^^^BuL Triedata tribnaal far more rigid than that where l\ii-l'lrli- 
^^^^BT coromrin civic repulatioua are jironounced, lio has Ket'iiieil to 
^^^B there lees worthy of bkine than of pity and wonder. But 
^^^B^d is habitually unjuat in its jiidgineuta of sach men ; unjust 
^^^Bny gr -unds. of which this one may lie stated us the sulistunce : 
^^^Kmb, like a court of law, by dr;ad stBtiites ; anil not positivrly 
^^^HgBtively ; loss on what is done right than on what is or is not 
^^^Hnong. N t the few inches of reflection from th»< niatheinntical 
^^^Evhlch are so easily measmtid, but the r/itii> at these Ui th^ 
^^Huiemeter, (vmatititt«a the real aberration. This orbit may Iie^^H 
^^^^n, itn diameter tbe breadth of the solar syst.em ; or it may 1in in 
^^^^mpodrome ; nay, the circle of the ginhnrse. its diameter n scwnfl 
JB^TOrOr paces. Eat the inches of deflnclion only are raensitred : nmlfl 
% In aaaumed that the diameter of the ginhorse and llvU, 'A vW V>b'!*'3 
■will yield the saruc ratio when compaved V(\l^\ tWivn. Wi-ti^v^'Wl 
.ropt of maii^ a blind, crue] TOiwl^BloJrtlOSV.ol- fta™*^-^'''"^^j3S 



seana. which one never listens 4o.^th approval. GranWd, the sUp 
cames into harbor with shrouds' «iid tat^klo duiaagped ; and the pilot u 
therefore blameworthy ; for^e liaa nut beca ali-wige and oll-powet- 
fnl ; but to know liore Wome^orthj, tell ua first whether his votd^ 
has been round the Olobe, or onl; to Kamsgate and the Isle of Dogs. \ 

With our readers iiWge^eral, with men of right feeling anywhere, 
we are not requirod.So plesd for Bams. In pitying admiration, hs 
lies enshrined in-all oiii hearts, in a far nobler inaosdleura than that 
one of marble ; neitjier will his Works, even as they are. pass awar 
from the mm^or; of man. While the Shakspeares and Miltoas roU < 
on Uke mighty'rivers through the country of Tliought, bearing BeeM 
of traffict^ra iitid assiduous pearl-finherB on their waves, this littla 
Valdusi Fonntain will also arrest our eye : tor this also is of NatursV 
own {[111,1(1081 cunning workmanship, bnrHls from the depthft of Ui» 
earth,"itith a full gushing current, into tlie light of day ; and oftea 
witlthe traveller turn aside to drhik of its •tear waters, and nmm'i 
.■^lAig its rocks and pints I 




Lffiritry of Universal Knowledge. 

1 repriuC <iC iha livat i )S7Bj Kdmbursii and Loudon Kdilioii ..£ (;hinutjn™'i! 
iLopieilU > l>i<;ti<imiFr □( UnlvBrBSI Kuawleden tar (be Peopla. Vojr.nies 



Sune e'lUlon, cbi'b, 50ceDl;i; postage iO eeaia. 
Ujui edillou, bair Bussl^ gilt tup.^l; jiosiaga 13 oenU. 
iU^TOlumtdeEtndvIllbe B>ild BeparoUly, and books wlU be dallTsred Bjlhei 

A.^oclmBaToluiim msy be firdored by BiOy one fnr Bianiin«iDn.*lth tba pciii- 
nwoi^it, Frloe and poataga must aceompan; ttiB ordor. 

SPECIAL OF FEB TO EARLY SUBSCRIBERS. _^H 

ThB Tan.it at lbs first 2t).im BubiocLbara helni; .lose . In lieu ot terms bantuS^M 

tonslvea, nltka arebecebrwitbdrown, we nan oSer to eB£b ot liH 

TBS THIRD 1 .000 SUBSCBIBGRS ^H 

A [inniiium of aar bonks Bslnctod rrom our Hat to tb.: amouat ot $S.SO tor sub- 
foil pajmonl oC tlO.»lor$3l for tbo oditlon desired; tbe book^ Betectnd 
■A promiuro will bo shqIi at nnoe, wltb the voliimeB ot Ibe Library o( UnlvBr. 
BulSaovledge already ia^uBd, and the BUbaeiiueat TOtumes, wbea publlBba4.^_ 
irJll be tent ua may ba ditecCeil. ^^H 

Chambers's Cyclopaedia of English Literature. ^M 

A nialoty. Critical ana DIographlcRl, dC Rtlrtsh and Amerlonn ^uthora,wl«W 
apeoiinenaoC their wxitlDeB. Oclainallr edited by Robert Ciiam be re. LUD; ^" 
New ediUoa, TeviBe<. by Robert Cacnithers. LL. D. Kiglit Tolumci. bound 
lafour. PiicB.rcrset: 

.erne editioa, clntb. $3; poBtJige 3S centa. 

JduaBdUion,balf Russia, gilt lop, S4; postage 50 ocata. 

Taine's History of Englisti Literature. 

bbrldgPd Reprint nf tba iast EogllBta edition of Van Lsun's tranBlatlon, 
BS....T.,., _,.!. „.] ibo .utbor'aand Iranniinor'a uoteB and oorreo- 

g[iU6ToprSirpo«;B;''n''cqn"'"*""^' '""'■'"' • '""• 

Ttie Library Magazine. 

|t Forsljto Literature. Montbiy, IBS pagoa, brevier type, 10 oei 
ill«,yo»r, pustago pcBpoid. 

^ame I.. .TaliDary to June iSTfi, 774 pneteai Tolume It.. July to December, IBnj 
" - (tea, Pnua per Tolume: elolb, Woenla; iialf Hnsala, gilt top, 75 oen^ 




Bj Cli Uriel Ealght. Uomplele In Ei|i:HI, Tolumea. inund fuFnur. T-kr^vd 

Milman's Gibbon's Rome. 

HMurT of tbB Deeline aud Full iit the HomsTi Empire. Bt Eanrd a, 
new edicloD iritta che uutesoE H. H, Milnma, luui ATaiTfu." "-■— 
volumaa, hantgenia type. Piicm, per set: 

AMus udiUuu, liait liusBlk, giii tup fj^ p^sltge SZu^ota. 
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